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“Chevron Central”

Command Sergeant Major Dan Elder, Provider 7

13th Corps Support Command

   Greetings to the soldiers and airmen of Life Support Area Anaconda (LSAA) and the 13th Corps Support Command. Everyday I am impressed more and more by the high quality support you provide to Combined Joint Task Force 7 and the work you do to improve the conditions both here on our Camp and for the people of Iraq. However, I am also equally disappointed by the failure of a few noncommissioned officers  who fail to instill the standards and discipline required to sustain the combat edge that we must maintain.

   Serious failures such as ensuring soldiers remove magazines on camp, controlling excessive speed and wear of seatbelts while operating tactical and non-tactical vehicles, and keeping soldiers in the proper uniform on duty and off. Army Regulation 600-20, Army Command Policy, empowers noncommissioned officers with the authority to apply “on-the-spot-corrections” to all soldiers, and I challenge each and every one of you to use that authority and help get these acts of indiscipline under control. Teaching our soldiers to comply with regulations, policies and laws are the cornerstones of the primary duty of the American noncommissioned officer, and what has made our Army the greatest force in the world.

   With the risk of attacks both on and off the camp an ever present risk, it becomes imperative that our soldiers are fully briefed on standards and expectations and that our Corps enforce those standards. As time goes by our greatest risk is complacency and widespread acceptance of these low standards, which place our soldiers at risk. I also challenge each of you to fight the urge to take shortcuts in the name of combat and to shake off the sedentary nature of static camp duty that some may develop. Check your fellow NCOs and offer them quick counsel on the Army’s expectation that they enforce standards. The old saying goes that, “The Road to Hell is paved with good intentions…,” do not let your actions, or inactions, add another laying to that well-worn street.

“Serving With Honor”

Provider 7, OUT!


NCO Quotes:

We must resist the temptation to selectively enforce orders or regulations because we don’t necessarily agree with them. Avoiding this temptation is the mark of a good noncommissioned officer and leader, and of a true professional... Let us, the noncommissioned officers, be the means by which the Army can "bridge the gap" from today’s Army to the Army of the future. -CSM O. W. Troesch, "A Special Brand of Leadership." Engineer, Winter 1983-84, p. 7

