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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES

SUBJECT: Duties of the Nursing Staff in the Post Anesthesia Care Unit (PACU)

PURPOSE:  To establish guidelines for the duties of the PACU nursing staff

SCOPE:  All assigned nursing and medical personnel

REFERENCE:  FM 8-10-25, Employment of Forward Surgical Teams, November 1996

PROCEDURE:

I. Post Anesthesia Care Unit Team Leader

a. Establish general guidelines for care of the patient in the PACU

b. Continuous monitoring of PACU nursing care in accordance with standards of nursing care through direct supervision and direction of care when necessary.

c. Provide direct patient nursing care as needed.

II. Post Anesthesia Care Unit Paraprofessional Responsibilities

a. Responsible for direct set up of the PACU to include all equipment required for immediate intensive care procedures.

b. Monitors the operating room area to determine the estimated time of case completion

c. Responsible for direct patient care and will solicit aid and supervision from the AN if the patient becomes clinically unstable

III. Guidelines

a. Post anesthesia care of the critically ill patient is inclusive of the execution of the physician’s orders.

b. Post anesthesia care involves the recovery of patients from end-anesthesia and continues through the time that they are medically evacuated.

DEWEY R. COLLIER

CPT, AN

Chief Nurse

