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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

SUBJECT: RE-USE OF ANESTHESIA SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

1. The mission of the Forward Surgical Team (FST) in dealing with combat casualties is well known to provide initial stabilizing surgery and render patients transportable to the rear for more definitive care.

2. The reality of combat and the generation of MASCAL situations is an expectation of any FST.

3. In keeping with the FST mission and its limited capabilities and supplies, it is advised and encouraged to maximize the on hand supplies so the facilitation of doing the most good for the most patients can be accomplished.

4. While maximizing the use of supplies and equipment it may be necessary to re-use what would otherwise be disposable items. The individual anesthetist should determine when and what is appropriate to recycle for use on other patients. These decisions can be based upon patient load, re-supply expectations, METT-T and current tactical medical situation. 

5. The individual anesthetist, in conjunction with the operating room personnel who provide CMS support, will establish the methods by which disposable items are cleaned or decontaminated.
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