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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES



SUBJECT:  Preparing Antibiotic Beads

PURPOSE:  To provide the operating room staff with guidelines for preparing Antibiotic Beads.

SCOPE:  All assigned nursing and medical personnel.

REFERENCE:  

I. GENERAL INFORMATION:

a. Ask the surgeon what kind of antibiotic and what type of suture will be used.

b. Antibiotic beads will be left in the wound and will be removed at a later date via surgical procedure.

II. PROCEDURES:

a. The following procedure will be followed for preparation of Antibiotic Beads.

1. Mix cement (implant) in accordance with manufacture's directions.

2. Mix antibiotic into the cement mixture (ask surgeon what antibiotic he wants to use).

3. Make cement/antibiotic mixture into small balls (beads).  Ask surgeon what size to make the beads.

4. Press the beads around the suture while leaving approximately 1/4"- 1: space between each bead.  Ask the surgeon how long he wants the antibiotic bead string to be.

5. Tell the surgeon when the antibiotic beads are ready.
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