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SUBJECT: STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE - Duties of the circulator

PURPOSE:  To establish a guide for all personnel functioning as circulators.

SCOPE:  All assigned AN's and other personnel as needed.

REFERENCE:  

AORN Standards and Recommended Practices for Perioperative Nursing, (1996).  Denver:  Association of Operating Room ANs, Inc.

FM 8-10-25, Employment of Forward Surgical Teams, November 1996

Kapsar, P.P. (1995).  M.H. Meeker & J.C. Rothrock (Eds), Alexander's Care of the Patient in Surgery. Philadelphia: Mosby Yearbook, Inc.

I. GENERAL INFORMATION:

A. Every patient is assigned a primary circulator, who is a Registered AN (AN).

B. A paraprofessional may be assigned to assist the AN circulator in performing some of the circulating duties.

C. The paraprofessional will be under the direct supervision of the AN circulator.

D. Remember, the patient is the most important person in the room, and everything you do, you do for him/her.

E. Be alert to procedure and offer assistance, anticipate the needs of the OR Team.

F. At the appropriate time, request to the Triage and Trauma Management (TTM) area to pre-medicate and send the next patient to the OR.

II. PROCEDURES:

A. Before setting up room:

1. Check with TTM area scheduler for:

a.    Procedure to be done, name of patient.

b. Time or order of cases.

c. Assists the OR AN in ensuring the readiness of surgical equipment.

2. Check DA Form 4107 (Buckslip) for:

a. Surgeon

b. Position of patient for procedure.

c. Prep requested

d. Special requested equipment needed by surgeon.

             3.     Check case to be sure:

a. It is proper set up for the procedures and that all equipment and supplies are there.

4. Make sure initial cleaning has been done, complete if not.  Check all required equipment to be used for safety and proper functioning, (i.e. ESU, lights, suction, OR Table, etc.)

B. Room Set-Ups:

1. Bring case supplies and instruments into the OR room.  Set up room.

2. Add irrigating solution(s) to the field.

a. Read label 3 times; check name, dosage, and expiration date.

b. Let scrub read label, verify name, expiration date, and dosage (if applicable).

c. Hold bottle 10-12 inches above basin.

d. Avoid splashing.

e. Unopened bottles of normal saline or sterile water will be opened for each case.  Once the bottle has been opened, it will not be recapped. Any unused portion will be discarded immediately.

    f.  Pour solutions in double basin first then pour into the prep basin.

3. Take sponge, needle, blades, kitners, hypos, and instrument counts (if applicable).

C. Patient Identification/Chart Review

1. On arrival to OR:

a. The AN in charge of room greets patient.

b. The AN will identify the patient by:

1. Checking wrist ID Band. (Dog tags, etc.).

2. Asking patient his/her name, type of surgical procedure and side (left or right), if applicable.

2. Review the patient's chart if time permits.

a. Check for the presence of lab work and operative permit.

D. Patient preparation for the OR:

1.    Assist with placing litter onto the OR table.
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