DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

555th Forward Surgical Team

Fort Hood, Texas 76544

AFVG-FST







        6 DEC 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Contaminated Sharps Disposal

REFERENCES:

a.
AR 200-1, Environmental Protection and Enhancement

b.
Fm 2 1-10, Field Sanitation

c.
HSC 40-35, Management of Regulated Medical Waste.

d.
FM 21-10-1

PURPOSE: To establish guidelines for the proper disposal of contaminated sharps for example needles, syringes, pipettes, or lancets.

APPLICABILITY: This SOP applies to all personnel assigned and attached to the FST.

RESPONSIBILITIES: It will be the responsibility of all personnel to follow this memorandum for the proper disposal of contaminated sharps containers. Personnel will only use containers that are properly labeled, and use personal protective equipment (PPE) when disposing of sharps containers. NOTE: after use these items are considered a biohazard and will be disposed of outside the normal waste system or lAW host nation or local SOP.  POC for disposal is the HAZMAT NCOIC, usually the OR NCOIC.

PROCEDURES FOR DISPOSING OF SHARPS CONTAINERS:

A.
Personnel will wear gloves when disposing of containers.

B.
Containers will be sealed shut with tape and labeled with section name and date when disposed.
C.
Containers will be double bagged in a Biohazard (red) trash bag and bag will be sealed, labeled with a biohazard sticker with date, unit of origin, and initials.

D.
Bags will not be carried over the shoulder or close to the body as to prevent any injuries.

E.
Sharps containers will be considered full when ¾ in volume.

F.
Full containers will be located, at a level that everyone can visualize the top of the container.

G. All sharps containers will placed ready for collection, if no collection bag or bags will as a last resort will be labeled and buried JAW host nation and/or local SOP
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