CURRENT ESTIMATES SUGGEST:

*60% of all first marriages eventually end in divorce.

*About 75% of divorced persons eventually remarry.

*About 40% of all marriages are remarriages for one of the adults.

*About 65% of remarriages involve children from the prior marriage and, thus form stepfamilies.

*60% of all remarriages eventually end in divorce.

*35% of all children born in the 1980s will experience life in a single- parent family for about 5 years total before the 18th birthday.

CURRENT STATE OF FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS:

*72.5 of children under 18 live in 2- parent families.

Of these,

20.8% are in stepfamilies (two- thirds of the children in stepfamilies are stepchildren; 6.4% are half- siblings)

2.1% are in "other remarried families" (children born to the current union). *27.4% of children under 18 are in other families.

Of these,

24.7% are in single- parent households.

2.7% are with grandparent or other relatives, but not with either parent.

OTHER FACTS

*1 out of 3 Americans is now a stepparent, a stepchild, a stepsibling, or some other member of a stepfamily (Larson, 1992).

*More than half of Americans today have been, are now or will eventually be in one or mare stepsituations during their lives (Larson, 1992).

*65% of children living with a stepparent live with a stepfather.

*5.3 million married- couple households contained at least one stepchild under age 18 in 1990 compared to 3.9 million in 1980. This 5.3 million represents 20.8% of all married- couple households with children compared to 16.1% in 1980.

*In 1990, 72.5% of children under 18 were living with two parents (including step and adoptive parents), 24.7% were living with one parent, and 2.7% were living with neither parent. In 1970 these same figures were: 85.2%, 11.9% and 2.9%.

*14.6% of white children under 18 residing in married- couple families do so with a stepparent compared to 32.3% of black children and 16.1% of Hispanic origin children.

DEMOGRAPHICS OF AMERICAN STEPFAMILIES

*40% of all marriages now represent a remarriage of one or both of the parties.

*If remarriage rates continue as they are now, 35% of all children born now will live in a stepfamily household while 68.4% have stepchildren living elsewhere.

*There are 20.64 million, or 49.6 percent, of the stepchildren are under 19 years of age, while 10.41 million or 50.4%, are 19 or older.

*By 1990 3.1 million women 15- 65 years had ended first and second mariages in divorce; they represent about 29% of all women who remarried after a first divorce.

*1 out of 6 children under the age of 18 is a stepchild.

*5.3 million married- couple households contained at least one stepchild under 18 in 1990. This is almost twice the number of households with stepchildren in 1980 (3.9 million or 16.1%). This represents 20.8% of all married couple households with children.

*6,789,000 children are stepchildren. This represents 15% of all children in married- couple families.
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