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I've been doing the single-parent thing on a temporary basis (I hope!) and someone mentioned today just how capable my two girls, aged 12 and 13, have become. They could, according to the friendly neighbour, teach me a thing or two. 

I replied that they'd already taught me a lot. Life's just been one big, fun-filled classroom for me since the day they arrived.

In all honesty, I've learned the following incredible facts over the years, thanks to my kids:

When someone tells you, as you become a parent, to "Enjoy them while they're small," they're referring to the headaches.

A patient, caring parent cannot get a three year-old to eat a small piece of cauliflower, but any four year-old stranger can get her to eat a live earthworm.

Nothing says "Daddy I love you" like a homemade card. Just take Super Glue, a shoe box lid, two feathers, a few dozen lentils and a $50 bill someone found and liked the colour of. Unfortunately, no financial institution or store will either accept or make change for a homemade card, nor trade it for real merchandise.

A four year-old's voice is way louder than 200 adults in a crowded restaurant.

When you hear the toilet flush and the words "Uh-oh!" it's already too late. Some toothbrushes flush cleanly without a trace, while others jam in the bend. No one knows why.

Legos will pass through the digestive tract of a four year-old but Duplos will not. The jury is still out on Barbie's shoes.

Play Dough and microwave ovens, in the same house, are a bad idea. But not quite as bad as goldfish and microwave ovens.

No matter how much Jello you put in a wading pool you still can't walk on water. Lawns do not like Jello, but dogs do. Especially with a grass salad on the side. Grass makes dogs sick.

Always look in the oven before you turn it on. Ovens do not make good tanning salons for Barbie dolls. When Barbie's hot she really has to stay in the oven. A self-cleaning oven doesn't always.

VCR's do not eject peanut butter sandwiches, even though some older kids at preschool say they do.

Garbage bags do not make good parachutes. Neither do golfing umbrellas. Never believe another kid, especially an older one.

The spin cycle on a washing machine does not make earthworms dizzy, even after fifteen minutes. However, getting a stupid dog to chase its own tail for fifteen minutes right after its supper will make it very dizzy. A dog can throw up twice its body weight when dizzy, but only after it's staggered across the vinyl 

flooring of the kitchen and got onto a deep pile carpet.

A determined six year-old can start a small but frightening bush fire with a flint rock or a magnifying glass, even though a 36 year-old man says they can only do that in the movies.

Marbles in gas tanks make a lot of scary noise while driving. Like governments, they're easy to put in, but a real bugger to get out.

Builders who install ceiling fans within easy reach of the pstairs landing are neither parents nor human.

If you hook a dog leash over a ceiling fan the motor is not quite strong enough to rotate a 20 pound frozen turkey, with or without a feather duster stuck up its rear end. It is strong enough, however, to rotate a black garbage bag half-filled with kitty litter, especially if the litter is being slowly released 

through a few holes.

You should not throw baseballs up when the ceiling fan is on. And when using the ceiling fan as a bat you have to throw the ball up quite a few times before you get a hit.

Baseballs make marks on ceilings, and on walls, but not on framed mirrors. Even if you carefully examine all the pieces before hiding them.

If you put a liberal dose of hair spray on dust bunnies then run over them with roller blades, they can ignite, especially on hardwood flooring.

Generally, movies for kids are full of bad ideas. Movie theatres showing movies for kids are generally full of bad kids.

Curious as you might be at 7 p.m. on a Sunday evening you probably do not want to know what that awful odour is. Brake fluid mixed with Clorox makes smoke, lots of it. Good fences might make good neighbors, but good garage smoke detectors certainly don't.

The only difference between a black jacket and a black jacket with a large white check mark on it is around $120.
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