Battalion Family Readiness Group Steering Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, August 18, 2004 
4-5 ADA, 1st CD 
Fort Hood, Texas 76544
Rear Detachment CDR / Remarks: CPT Robb
    Good living conditions in Theater.  In the future 4-5 ADA will experience changes to a new force structure with short range modifications. The Rest & Recuperation Leave Program Policy is now open for everyone. Since the unit been deployed we had nine wounded, and all casualties are back home in the process of recovery and therapy. Battalion Office: 288-0270, DIVARTY Office: 287-0290. General Voter Registration information www.fvap.gov or you can go to http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/vag/vagchapter3.html  for specific information on your state. Included in there will be instructions on how to fill out the form for your state and an address to to send it to the right place. Expiration Term Service: You can get a new ID card but you will need a Power Of Attorney or you will need to have your husband with you.  In the past they were requiring a special Power Of Attorney that authorized the Spouse to get ID cards.  If your husband isn't with you can ask him to do a special POA and send it to you in the mail before you need to update ID card. Fort Hood ID Card Section 287-5670
Guest DIVARTY FRG's Assistant: April Griffith  April.Griffith@hood.army.mil  (254)287-6945 Please send me a by name list of the Volunteer hours. I need the hours by Monday.  If you are not sure if you have an application in that is fine still report all hours. An opportunity to have your FRG meeting at the O Club, see details below. Thanks!! Your FRG Assist, April
Advisory Committee: Carolina & Christine
    Thank You, everyone for helping out at the "BN Fashion Show & Ice cream Social" event 5 Aug. Thank You Sherri Feeser for coordinating the "BN Blood Drive" event 13 Aug. and blood donors Sherri Feeser, Rachale Morehead, & Cheryl Daniels. MEGA Food Court (corner Fort Hood Road & 761st Tank Battalion Ave.), open in October. III CORPS Shoppette will close Friday, September 10, 2004, for renovations. Clear Creek PX Petting Zoo, from 11:00a.m. - 1:00p.m., September 11, 2004. Fliers information provided:
· ARMY Community Services, Jeanie Barton, Director, 287-4ACS  Fort Hood ACS Web Site Offers seven (7) Programs & Services to help Soldiers & Family Members become self-reliant & succeed at ARMY living. 

· "Family Advocacy Program" dedicated to prevention, education, prompt reporting, & intervention of Child abuse. 

· ARMY Family Action Plan "AFAP" Do you have an issue thet you feel needs to be addressed but are not sure where to raise it? Conference is Wednesday-Thursday, October 6-7 from 8:00a.m.-5:30p.m. Call Beth Blevins 286-6600 or visit Fort Hood Lane Volunteer Center. http://www.hoodmwr.com/mobilization.htm  288-5155  David.Gretsch@hood.army.mil 
· Fort Hood College Schedule "Soldier Development Center" Bldg. # 33009, 761st Tank Battalion Ave. 

· 2004 Survey of ARMY Families V "ARMY Family Photo Contest" Saturday, August 7th by 4:30p.m., Rivers Bldg. # 121 at 761st Tank Battalion Ave., 287-0337.  www.armyfamilyteambuilding.org 

· Fort Hood Palmer Theater from 1-31 August, Movie Hotline 287-3066. 

· Fort Hood Youth Sports & Fitness, Central Registration, Rivers Bldg. # 121, Call 287-8029, more information 288-3770/288-2214. 

· August Fort Hood MWR (Morale Welfare & Recreation) Updates Community Services Council, Wednesday, July 28, 2004. Call 288-MWR1  www.hoodmwr.com 
· Fort Hood MWR "Child & Youth Services Division" Rivers Bldg. # 121, 761st Tank Battalion Ave., Child Development Center & School Age Services fees will be raised, effective Sunday, August 15, 2004. Tonia Zimmer, Child Administrator, 288-3865. 

· Fort Hood Dedicated professional Workforce "DPW" Updates Directorate of Public Works http://www.dpw.hood.army.mil/Files/ENV/HSMS/HHHM.pdf    http://www.hood.army.mil/doltransportation/home.html 
Household Hazardous Material Turn-in & Reuse Program, Classification Unit (31st Street & North Ave.), Call 288-7627. On-Post Housing Available, 287-4212. On-Post Housing Wait List, 288-2664 or 288-3014. Family Housing Work Orders, 532-3133. 

· III Corps Legal Assistance Office New Appointment Procedures Scheduling appointments two weeks in advance with a Legal Assistance Attorney, call 287-7901 or 287-3199. Power Of Attorney walk in basis on Monday-Thursday, from 9:00a.m.-16:00p.m. Wills drafted on Wednesday. Emergency Legal Assistance walk-in basis. Fort Hood Homepage 

· Fisher House Foundation  www.fisherhouse.org Family Members can fly for FREE to visit wounded. Northwest Airlines WorldPerks members who wish to donate frequent flyer miles can call (800) 327-2881.  http://www.wblo.org/data/modules/pbm/rendered/disabled_soldier_support_system.asp
Webmaster: Dale.Foreman@hood.army.mil  Battery Commander/1SG and FRG Leaders send in your updated; Battery Newsletter, information, promotions, FRG meeting schedule, FRG links, pictures, farewell, welcomes. Home page: http://www.hood.army.mil/1CD_45ADA/
Treasurer Report: Christine Fischer
    Battalion FRG spend -$350.00 "Bowling" July and "Fashion Show" August, Upcoming expenses $500.00 for "Bingo" September. FRG's Leaders remember to provide your monthly balance report to Christine. (Copy of your FRG monthly Bank Acct. Statement)
· Battalion "Autumnal Family Bingo Night" Monday, September 20, 2004, 6:00 P.M. at the Fort Hood Community Events Center (Bldg. # 50012, nearby Clear Creek PX)  Guest Speaker Invited "Home Coming Reunion", (10) Games, One Grand Prize, & more... 

· Battalion "Harvest Festival" October 2004 
1st Cavalry Division Volunteer Distinguish Service Award Ceremony & Purple Heart Presentation: Tuesday, August 31, 2004, the Officers Club at 10:00 A.M. 1st Cavalry Division
Welcome Committee: Thank You to the new members; Dena Elrod & Evin Coad. Farewell: Stasi Bennett, Thank You!!!
FRG's Leaders / Rear Detachment Remarks: Please turn-in updated Chain of Concern & a copy of your FRG Certificate
HHB:  Rachale, Leslie, Awilda, Sherri, & Dena.
    FRG Meeting: Tuesday, August 31, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. DIVARTY Conference Room. Last, FRG meeting: Saturday, July 24, 2004 at 11:00 a.m. Barbecue at BLORA. Welcome new family in the Battery LT Edmund & Candace Guy. Two Spouses expecting Babies 26 Aug. & 13 Sept. Video Tele Conference 13 family members participating on Wednesday, 18 Aug. Fundraiser Yellow Ribbon Magnets.
ALPHA: Dallas & SFC Chaney
    Last, FRG Meeting: Tuesday, July 13, 2004, DIVARTY Conference Room.
BRAVO: Kim, Angie & SFC Arnold
    FRG Meeting: Wednesday, August 25, 2004, 6:00p.m. DIVARTY Conference Room. Family picture collage. Welcome two newborns in the Battery. Video Tele Conference 13 family Members participating on Wednesday, 18 August. Most of Family Members were traveling during summer.
CHARLIE: Heather
    FRG Meeting: Thursday, August 19, 2004, 6:30p.m. DIVARTY Conference Room. Last, FRG Meeting: Thursday, June 17, 2004, 6:30p.m. DIVARTY Conference Room. Welcome newborn Baby Boy.
DELTA: SFC Wright
    Last, FRG Meeting: Monday, August 2, 2004 at 7:00p.m. 1st CD Soldier & Family Readiness Center, Bldg. # 37007 (corner of Old Ironsides & 75th Street) 1st Cavalry Division   
Next, Battalion FRG Steering Committee Meeting, Wednesday, September 15, 2004, 6:30p.m. at DIVARTY Conference Room.

DFW/USO Information: Sherri Feeser
Questions you need to ask your husbands when they call you from Kuwait after they get their itinerary and plane tickets:
1.  What time is your flight scheduled to arrive at DFW and time it will depart for Killeen? (if the layover is like it was for Bryan i.e. arriving to DFW on Sunday at 10:00 a.m. and departing for Killeen on Monday, the next day at 4:30 p.m., then go get them.)
2.  When you find out what time they will arrive, call the USO number at DFW:  972-574-8182 and ask them if the flight arriving at the time that the guys give you is on schedule or what time is it arriving.  Tell them that you are picking your husband.  They won't be able to tell you if they are on that flight though.
3.  The gate that they will be arriving at will be Terminal B Gate 39 (all flights from Kuwait arrive at that gate).  When you get to the airport, park in the hourly parking.  When you go inside, there will be several people from the USO asking if you are family picking up a Soldier on this flight.  They will then hand you a parking pass and this will eliminate you having to pay for an extended parking at the airport.
4.  If you decide to pick them up at DFW and cancel the flight from DFW to Killeen, you MUST contact the airlines either by going to the ticket desk their at the airport or calling them to cancel the flight to Killeen.  Bryan went to the USO desk located at Terminal B Gate 15 and luckily there was a representative from American Airlines there who called and cancelled the flight to Killeen for him.  The airlines will give your husband a cancellation number.  If they do not do this, the return flights back will be automatically cancelled!   Tell your husbands to keep all tickets used/unused with them until arriving back to Iraq.
5.  Lastly, when the guys get ready to leave, if their flight is early i.e. 6:10 a.m. and you have to be at the airport for the required early check-in 4:30a.m., you might choose to take your husband back to DFW and spend that day with them travelling up to DFW.  It is 175 miles approximately from Killeen to DFW.  They are required to report to the USO desk by 3:00 p.m. on the day they fly out to start in-processing back for Iraq.  So if there flight leaves early am and arrives into DFW an hour later, t hey will spend most of the day waiting at the airport to officially check-in to the desk at the USO to in-process.  Again, remember that they must cancel the flight from Killeen to DFW within 90 minutes of that flight departing, so choose what you will do the night prior.
6.  If you need further questions about R&R, there office is by Terminal B Gate 36 and there number is  972-574-0388.
Directions to DFW from Killeen:
**  Take US-190E to I-35N towards Waco
**  Take I=35W via exit on the left towards Ft. Worth 
** Merge onto TX-121 N and go to Exit Number 52A,  Follow the signs to DFW and take the North Entry
** Take TX-114 E toward Dallas,   Take the Exit toward D/FW Airport,  Merge onto International Parkway and go to Terminal B Gate 39 and pick up your husband!
** are main roads you need to remember, US-190, I-35, TX-121, and TX-114 :-) Good luck and God bless and enjoy your R&R with your husbands!
7.  When the guys arrive to Kuwait, they choose where they want to fly into.  Bryan picked flying into Killeen and DFW was the hub which they flew him into and then onto Killeen (all expenses paid by the military).  However, if the layover is long at DFW, you can cancel the leg from DFW to Killeen but must notify the airlines or the  remainder of the flights will be automatically cancelled, i.e. their return flight back!  They will keep the extra combat pay and will not be lost during the R&R time here.  The number for flight info at DFW is the USO number, 972-574-8182 and the  R&R Rep at DFW number is 972-574-0388.  I also gave directions and more info on a previous email to you and the other FRG leaders.  Hope this helps! USARMY Rest & Recuperation Leave Program:   http://www.armyg1.army.mil/WellBeing/RRLeave/Retro_Reimb.htm 
http://www.armyg1.army.mil/WellBeing/RRLeave/index.HTM
