Battalion Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
4th Battalion, 5th Air Defense Artillery, 1st Cavalry Division
Fort Hood, Texas 76544
Wednesday, April 21, 2004
Rear Detachment CDR / NCOIC Remarks:
CPT Robb / 1SG Friesen
     According to CPT Higgins for the past last week they had not seen any action. At Victory North & Camp Taji Soldiers facilities are been improved like: hot water, computer capabilities, military equipment, etc. E-mail system should be working appropriately right now. Main duty provided at the Camp at this moment: area, perimeter & route security. The telephone number to the Battalion Office is (254) 288-0270 and to the DIVARTY SDNCO is (254) 287-0290.
     Main concern, try your best in taking care of Family Members, especially when someone is in the hospital. Hospital visits are greatly appreciated, it brings comfort to any concern that they might have while in hospital, some companion and quality chatting moments about how good our Soldiers/Sponsor are doing at theater. It will provide us necessary information to assist Immediate Family or Extended Family Members that are taken care of children and home management. These Family Members staying home while Spouse is in the hospital, might need some assistant of things that need to be done at that particular household on daily bases and they are not aware about it. We can not over estimate that they know everything, especially living in Fort Hood housing area. We will assist as best as we can Spouses moving out home furniture to another home. FRG Leaders can you provide a list of expecting Mothers with necessary information and if you are aware of Spouses/Family members leaving town during, What period of time? or if they are already living in their Hometown. This will help Soldiers focus on their mission. Spouses sending Red Cross Messages to Husband/Sponsor needs to remember, that it has to be a good, critical emergency reason in order to have your husband back home under those circumstances.

Treasurer's Report: Christine Fischer
     Deposit error was fixed by the bank. Battalion FRG funds were used for Easter Egg Hunt Party food, Polaroid films, Bingo prizes and we got more incoming profits from Yellow Ribbons Magnets FRG fund raise activity. Reminder to FRG Battery Treasurer & Leader we need copy of your Battery FRG monthly bank account statement or monthly balance report provided at your Battery FRG meetings.

Support Group: Carolina Morrow & Beverly Williams

     FRG Leader your Battery Support Group might need to assist the Battery above or below of yours, when ever the Support Group is needed. We are asking each Battery to put together a Support Group Phone Tree.

     The Education Services Division presents "Just for Spouses" Thursday, May 6, 2004 at 1:00 P.M. Soldiers Development Center, Bldg. # 33009, 761st Tank Battalion Avenue, Fort Hood, Texas (254) 287-4432. We may not be able to offer you tuition assistance, but we can assist you with: College Preparation Classes, Computer Skills Programs, Assistance with a Degree Plan, and Information on Financial Aid and Scholarships, English as a Second Language Program, Army Learning Centers, Texas Work Force and Online Degrees.

From KRT Column 51, By Joseph L. Galloway, Knight Ridder Newspapers: Julia Compton (Julie) Moore, 75, was an Army Daughter, an Army Wife, an Army Mother and also an Army Brat herself. During the Vietnam war November 1965, she had to visited small bungalows & trailer houses around Columbia, Georgia, to offer her sympathy & support to new widows whose husbands had died in action in the Ia Drang Valley of South Vietnam. She died, recently on a Sunday, April 2004 and was buried at Fort Benning Georgia. "We Were Soldiers Once...and Young" movie based on her real live story, when her husband Lt. Col. Hal Moore, commander of the 1st Battalion, 7th Calvary in Vietnam.

ARMY One Source: Frequently Asked Questions & Answer, 24-hour, seven-days-a-week toll-FREE information and referral telephone service to active duty, National Guard & Reserve Soldiers, deployed Civilians and their Families Worldwide. CONUS: 1-800-464-8107, OCUNUS:(country access code) 1-800-464-81077(dial all eleven digits)

Care Team Members Presentation Information: To simply be there, and provide "practical' assistance for the next of Kin (NOK) and Family.

Military Spouse Appreciation Day, Friday, May 7, 2004 from 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. Comanche Post Chapel.  Reserve your spot, FREE lunch, child care, call Fort Hood Lane Volunteer Center: 286-5913, 288-2327, 288-2794 & 288-3566. Childcare check-in begins at 7:00a.m. at Comanche Youth Center. Sign-in/Register for individual workshops: 7:30-8:30a.m. at the Comanche Post Chapel.

Battalion Volunteer of the Month of April:
     FRG Leaders, keep sending in nominations or written letter that state what volunteer contributions, participations, etc., to our unit had done that particular person during the year. 1st Cavalry Division "Distinguish Service & Welcome Ceremony" Tuesday, May 25, 2004 (Ceremonies are held the last Tuesday of the Month)

     FRG Leaders reminder "April" is Volunteer Appreciation Month, let me know how many pins & ribbons you will need for your Battery Volunteer Appreciation Ceremony. FRG Leaders we need as soon as possible a list clearly printed with the names of Spouses to be honor. To print out their CERTIFICATES, send to: Shane.Robb@hood.army.mil  Please, make sure that each Spouse name is spell & write correctly. Also we need your opinion on the Proposed Certificate shown by CPT Robb, please.

     The Layette Program  is solely run by volunteers from the Division, to deliver gift bags to E-4 Soldiers' Families upon the arrival of their newborn at Darnall. To volunteer please contact: Lori Sellards (254) 518-6816 for more information.

Webmaster: SGT Skadorwa John.Skadorwa@hood.army.mil
Battery Commander or FRG Leader send in your updated: Battery Newsletter, information, meeting schedule, links, pictures, etc...
This is the Unit 4-5 ADA, 1st CD, Web site Link: 

Type: http://www.hood.army.mil/1CD_45ADA/
Another way to access the web site:
Type:  www.hood.army.mil
click >1st Cavalry Division

click > 1st Cavalry Division (Home Page)

click > Organization

click > Unit 4-5 ADA, 1st CD

FRG's/RD's Questions:
If a Soldier comes home, Does the number of days away from home and days on leave, code stay the same and do not get corrupted?

What is the Hospital address at Washington, DC?

FRG Leader's/Remarks:
HHB: Rachale, Lauren, Leslie, Sherri, Awilda & SFC McMillan
     FRG meeting, "Pot Luck Picnic" & "Battery Volunteer Appreciation Day Ceremony", Saturday, April 24, 2004 at Killeen Lion's Club Park from 11:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M. Stan Schluter Loop, Pavilion next to the playground and basketball court. Rain date will be Tuesday, April 27th, 6:00PM at the DIVARTY Headquarters Conference Room 'Red Team', Bldg.#24002, (right corner of Battalion Avenue & 62nd Street) and must show picture I.D. card at entrance. Family Members will be ask to provide a dish. Speaker: Child Development Center, Central Registration. Welcome aboard to incoming Rachale Morehead FRG Leader & Lauren Wilson Co-Leader, "Willing and Able" to continue the HHB Battery FRG trail of responsibilities, Good Luck & Best Wishes!!! Tuesday, March 30, 2004 was last meeting, turn out pretty good, P.O.C.'s did provided Potluck Dinner Style to Family Members, Thank You. Zoo field trip cancel because day scheduled Zoo is close. Congratulations to Aaron's Family for their new born Baby Girl, "Welcome Home". One Spouse is expected to be back home from hospital today, also expecting twins in the next four weeks and another Spouse is expecting a Baby the following week. 

ALPHA: Doris, Dallas & SFC Chaney
     FRG meeting, Tuesday, May 11, 2004 at DIVARTY Conference Room "Red Team", Bldg. # 24002, (right corner of Battalion Avenue & 62nd Street) and must show picture I.D. card at entrance. Last, FRG meeting was Tuesday, April  13, 2004. It was a good group a lot of news faces. Car Wash FRG fund raise activity for the 1st week of May to see how it works. SGT McKane is recovering, doing very well at Walter Reed AMC, Washington, DC.  SPC Roundwall will travel to Medical Center in San Antonio for surgery, therapy and then will return with the unit.

BRAVO: Kim, Angie & SFC Arnold
     FRG meeting, Friday, May 21, 2004, probably at the 1st CD Single Soldier & Family Readiness Center, Bldg. # 37007 (corner of Old Ironsides & 75th Street). Last, FRG meeting was Saturday, April 17, 2004 at Comanche II Recreational Park. We will continue trying different days to schedule meeting to find out what works better for group participation. Point of Contact is strongly enforce. Battery Volunteer Appreciation Day Ceremony will be May 1st, 2004. A Family Member will donate, provide the opportunity for the Battalion with FREE tickets for Family Members, Kids, & Parents to the Rodeo and we all agree that it will be a great Battalion "Rodeo" activity for the months of June, Thank You for Supporting our Unit. SFC Arnold Battalion Rear Detachment Financial Advisor, explained Emergency Financial Assistant for Spouse's with Primary Car care problems, but Spouse needs to provide three (check out) repair opinion statement to facilitated financial assistant if necessary.

CHARLIE: Heather, Stasi, Dena & SFC Gray
     FRG meeting, Thursday, April 22, 2004, we do understand the "Welcome Ceremony for 4th ID", but meeting will not be postponed, it will not guarantee us a large group attendance to our meeting. Last FRG meeting was Friday, March 26, 2004, DIVARTY Headquaters, "Red Team", Bldg. # 24002, (right corner of Battalion Avenue & 62nd Street). Battery Volunteer Appreciation Day Ceremony will be in May 2004. Severals Spouses expecting babies during May, June, September...

DELTA: Keela, Katie, Crystal & SFC Wright
     FRG meeting, Thursday, May 6, 2004 at the1st CD Single Soldier & Family Readiness Center, Bldg. # 37007 (corner of Old Ironsides & 75th Street). Last, FRG meeting was Thursday, April 1st, 2004 at same place above, good turn out, we are having more communication, inviting on having lunch, etc. One Spouse just have a newborn. SFC Wright explained some concerns on the How do the leave days and days away from home could be corrupted.

Battalion Welcome Committee: Stasi Bennett
     No new Soldiers at the unit recently and no changes to Battery staff to another Battery reported.

Battalion Upcoming Events: Christine Fischer
     Battalion "Pot Luck" Dinner Night, Monday, May 17, 2004, Fort Hood Community Events Center, Bldg. # 50012, (near by Clear Creek PX) at 6:00 P.M.  Refreshments, meet & chat with new friends, Unit latest news & information, Family Bingo Night Game, we will play (10) games, One Grand Prize, Prizes... Speaker: LTC Starkey, 1-44 ADA, 4th Infantry Division Mechanized. Will brief on how really things are over there at theater. 

     Battalion "57th Killeen PRCA Rodeo" we will pick one day to attend base on FRG meetings survey upon majority of family members able to attend one of these three days June, Thursday 3rd, Friday 4th & Saturday 5th, 2004 at Killeen PRCA Rodeo. FRG Leaders send in Information on Battery head count needed as soon as possible to Bravo Battery FRG Leader Kim to see how many tickets we will need for the whole Battalion Group Activity. Official State Sport Of Texas!

     Battalion "Fashion Show 2004 & Ice Cream Social" August to be announced, same last year...

     Next, Battalion Steering Committee Meeting, Wednesday, May 19, 2004 at 6:30 P.M. DIVARTY Headquaters Conference Room, "Red Team", Bldg. # 24002, (right corner of Battalion Avenue & 62nd Street).

