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Commander’s Update by Captain Curran Chidester

Greetings.  I hope this finds all of you in good spirits.  The last week has been one for the history books.  Iraq is now a sovereign nation, and I am proud to say that Assault Battery had a part in making this possible.  Congratulations to all the Iraqi people.

I want to thank Doris Santos and Dallas Cornish for all that they have done for the Family Readiness Group.  I am sad to say that they will be moving on as our Family Readiness Group leaders.  They have done so much for so many, and their leadership will be missed.  However, I am pleased that Jennifer Espinoza will be taking over as the Family Readiness Group leader.  Jennifer has been actively involved and I know that she will do an outstanding job.  I thank her for taking on this responsibility.

The following soldiers were promoted this month: Private First Class Puppich, Private First Class Hunter, Private First Class Southard, Private First Class Ingle, and Private First Class Dpiazza were all promoted to Specialist.  Private Lewis was promoted to Private First Class. Second Lieutenant Houston was promoted to First Lieutenant.  Congratulations to all of these deserving individuals.


Finally, I want to welcome our newest Assault soldier, Second Lieutenant Ryan Hester.  Second Lieutenant Hester joined us last week and is serving as the Headquarters Platoon Leader.  Take care, God Bless, and thanks for the support.

1st Platoon “Dark Knights” by Second Lieutenant David C. Smith
Hello to friends and family from the Dark Knights.  I am happy to report that all is well here in the lovely city of Baghdad and we have entered our 5th month.   It continues to grow steadily warmer here with the temperatures hovering around 115 degrees. Needless to say, we are looking forward to “winter’s” arrival.  The Handover of Sovereignty was successful and it seems that the Iraqi people have taken up the challenge of making this their country.  The platoon had several promotions this month.  Private First Class Dipiazza and Private First Class Ingle were promoted to the rank of Specialist.  Congratulations to those soldiers.  The soldiers of 1st Platoon continue to learn the language and culture of the local people.  This has allowed the soldiers to work with the people with increasing success.  You will all be glad to know that we were able to celebrate the 4th of July here in Baghdad.  Although mission didn’t allow us to celebrate it on the 4th, the 5th of July found the platoon celebrating Independence Day with a cookout, horseshoes, and volleyball.  To friends and family, we miss you all and continue to make you proud.  DARK KNIGHTS!!

2nd Platoon “Nightstalker” by First Lieutenant Jeffrey Porter
 Greetings to all family and friends.  We have entered the month of July and the transfer of sovereignty is now complete here in Iraq.  This is truly a turning point during the deployment and the culmination of what we have been working towards up to this point.  The Nightstalker Platoon has played a significant role in preparing the Alpha Battery area of responsibility for sovereign rule. In the months prior to the transfer we have gathered intelligence regarding the location of the local leaders, areas in dire need of clean drinking water, and reliable electricity as well as the gathering data on local sentiment towards the new government.  As a result, areas have been chosen for water purification facilities, electricity power grids have been identified, and the infrastructure of Iraq will undoubtedly benefit.  Now that the new government is taking its first steps, the Nightstalker Platoon will continue to foster a safer and more efficient Iraq.

     In addition, the platoon would like to say hello to Rebecca Montgomery and her children Emily, Morgan and Braedon. She is the wife of Staff Sergeant Montgomery, who is one of my vehicle commanders.  From what I understand she is doing an excellent job juggling life, family, and deployment.  This is by no means an easy task, and for all the wives doing the same please allow me to offer a thank you.  Be safe and check back later.

3rd Platoon “Cowboys” by Second Lieutenant Alex Houston

To our Family Members and Friends spread across our great U. S. we call home.  Repeatedly, we thank each and every one of you for your support either by care packages, letters, or by phone conversations.  I am thankful to report that all of 3rd platoon soldiers are enduring and working through the realization that this country of Iraq needs each and every soldier to assist in deterring insurgent activity.  As the saying goes, “In numbers we are mighty and we will band together for excellence”. (Quoted by Retired Sergeant Alex J. Houston Jr.)   


What does the Month of July bring? Just to name a few.
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The transfer of power to the Iraqi Government etc.

2) The promotion of Charles Southard to Specialist

3) 15 July is the next Video Teleconference  

4)  Soldiers of Alpha Battery going on Leave 

5) Staff Sergeant (promatable) Espinoza, SHOUT OUT TO HIS FAMILY “Hello to Jenny, Joey, Katie, Josh and Jordan, Missing you and can’t wait to see you all again.”

Let the leaves begin! As our soldiers prepare for leave, there is a scene of happiness in the idea of seeing things of familiarity.  Some just want to drive their own vehicle, eat at their favorite place, and spend time with those special individuals. Thanks again for your support and God Bless.     

Maintenance Platoon by Chief Warrant Officer Perry Byrd
Hello Assault family and friends. In this edition I asked my mechanics to write a paragraph on how they feel about their situation. We adapted a few 216 ADA Minnesota National Guard mechanics into our family that were attached to us at Ft. Hood. These two paragraphs tell about their experience with working on the Bradley for the first time. But first I would like to take the time to mention each mechanic that makes up the Deadly Bradley mechanic team. SSG “Turret Guru” Cornetti, SSG “Richard” Guy, SGT “Spastic” Schlaffer, SGT “Renegade” Reents, SPC “Super” Cruz, SPC “Hilde” Hyland, SPC “Just’n time” James, SPC “Domino” Damiano, SPC “Thor” Thorsbakken, PFC “Coveralls to short” Simpson, SPC “Track buster” Larson, PFC “Gun show” Wilt and PFC “Stinky” Stenquest. 


The following paragraph was written by “Renegade Reents”. I like the fact that I am working on something new. I have never worked on the Bradleys and it is nice to learn new things, it helps the time go faster. Sergeant Brad Reents, Bradley Mechanic United States Army National Guard. 

[image: image2.png]


This paragraph was written by “Thor”. Working on Bradleys is a new experience for me. Everybody is eager to help and give advice. It has been a good learning experience for me. General Patton once said, “If there is no maintenance, there is no war,” we are a key part of 4-5 ADA’s success because we have the highest operational readiness rate in  2nd Brigade. GO WRENCHES. Specialist Adam Thorsbakken, Bradley mechanic, United States Army National Guard.

The following paragraph was written by Charlie Battery’s very own PFC “Domino” Damiano. It feels good at the end of the day knowing you are part of a team of mechanics who ensure safe departure and return of your fellow soldiers. Keeping vehicles operating properly and maintaining them keeps the confidence of the crew at an all time high. Private First Class Regeena Damiano, Bradley mechanic, United States Army.

First Sergeant Foxhole by First Sergeant Isaac Grace
To the family members and Family Readiness Group staff. I just want to say the soldiers are doing fine and are very high spirited. The soldiers are doing a great job over here keeping our families safe from terrorism and giving our future generation a safer place to live. I am sure you have heard about the soldiers that were injured, they are all doing fine and will recover 100%. We are proud of the soldiers who put their way of life and themselves in harms way every day for our freedom. If there is any thing we can do to make life easer for you just let us know we will support you 100%.

XO’s CORNER by First Lieutenant Chris Cornish
QUESTION:  “What is the most interesting thing about the Iraqi people?”

Specialist Waguk , Command Driver, HQ Platoon “Git ‘r’ Dun”

SPC Waguk Comments:  “The people over here are really smart.  It surprised my how they are able to get things done.  You tell them one thing and it seems like they can get anything for you. But it’s really amazing how great the tea is.  I can’t believe we don’t have it in the states!”

Sergeant Damian, Bradley Mechanic, Maintenance Platoon.
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SGT Damian Comments: “I can’t believe how women are treated here.  I was like in culture shock when I first got here.  The Iraqi women don’t really have a say in anything and they can’t even drive.  They can make some real good tea though!” 

Private First Class Benedetto, Bradley Driver, 1st Platoon “Dark Knights”
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PFC Benedetto Comments: “Its amazing how much the people look like Staff Sergeant Espinoza.  The resemblance is really crazy.  But what I really like is the Iraqi tea. I could drink that stuff all day long!  ”

Staff Sergeant Applewhite, Bradley Commander, 2nd Platoon “Nightstalkers”. 

[image: image5.jpg])

10 @2

B



SSG Applewhite Comments: “I think that its interesting that the Iraqi people are able to go on living and get things accomplished with what little resources they have available for everyday life.  They really do a good job at getting things done with what they have.  And they definitely have some great tea!”   

Sergeant Kightlinger, Team Chief, 3rd Platoon “Cowboys”

SGT Kightlinger Comments: “The most interesting thing I’ve noticed about the Iraqi people is that they are all trying real hard to learn English for the past year.  The only bad thing about it is that they use it to ask us to give them stuff all the time.  I had to learn how to say tea in Arabic because I love drinking that stuff!”

DISCLAIMER:  ALL SERVICE MEMBERS APPEARING ABOVE QUITE POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN COERCED BY THE BATTERY EXECUTIVE OFFICER DURING QUESTIONING.  SERVICE MEMBERS HAVE NO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE TO THE SUBMISSION OF THIS COLUMN AND WILL LIKELY DENY ALL COMMENTS PUBLISHED WITHIN.

Ask Staff Sergeant Stamper
Send Questions to: assault6@hotmail.com Soldiers will remain anonymous for their own protection. 
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Dear Stampy:  We’ve been working so hard lately securing our sector, that I’m so proud of my fellow soldiers.  We’ve kept the roads clear for all of the supply trucks to keep this place running.  I guess I don’t want to pat myself on the back too much without getting the real deal on the down low from the man himself.  So, I guess my real question is; do you think we’re doing a good job securing our zone?



- Positively Proud, Baghdad, Iraq
Positively Proud:  

You soldiers are doing an outstanding job out there.  I know it’s hot and we’re all tired and working hard, but you soldiers really are making a difference. Hell our highway is so damn secure I could streak down it if I wanted to!

- Staff Sergeant John Stamper, Bradley Commander “Dark Knight 3”

Through the Eyes of a Soldier by Private First Class Wilt 

From the Motor Pool
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I feel we are the backbone of the conflict; we may not be going out everyday on patrols but the soldiers in the motor pool really work together and work really hard to keep all the vehicles moving. Some days may be a little hotter, harder, or longer than others but it’s a small price to pay to keep the rest of the soldiers as safe as we can inside whatever vehicle they may be in that day. Our jobs may not seem as important as others but if we were taken away from the cause we would be missed greatly. Working on all the problems and faults on the vehicles keep our minds off all our family and friends back home, but we are all serving proudly and doing our part. Private First Class James Wilt, Bradley Mechanic United States Army. Family and friends these are the type of soldiers that are maintaining your husbands and sons equipment. Until next time, we all wish you well.
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HEART By Corporal Manyoma
In the still of the desert

Where the sun always shines

We’re Air Defenders, who are losing their minds

Twenty something years old

Never been in a fight

But today is different

Got to make it through the night

Keep our eyes on the prize

Keep our heads in the zone

Got to keep going

If we want to make it home

Some are married

Some are not

Some got kids

Some do not

It’s all the same

Fighting for what we got

These words are for you

The Red, White, and Blue

For the men and women

Fighting for what is true

Keep the Lord to my side

And he will always provide

The means and needs

For the Battery to survive

Keep our pride to the sky

Keep your heads held up high

Alpha 4-5

ADA till we Die
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ASSAULT BATTERY SOLDIER PROFILE





Name: Angel Castro





Rank: Sergeant





Platoon: 1st





Job: Bradley Commander





Hometown: Lyford, Texas





Favorite Food: Fajitas





Favorite Band: Corridos





Hobbies: The Gym, Family Events





Future Plans: Re-enlist and start college classes.





Assault Battery Spies witness Sergeant Pratt on his new bicycle.  Rumor has it that he traded his Bradley even up for the beauty pictured above and his Platoon Leader had to beg to get it back.








LEAVE POLICY & GUIDELINES


All leave dates shown above are tentative departure dates and will not be the date in which the soldier arrives at home.  In some situations, the soldier’s departure may even be delayed by a day or more.  All soldiers have participated in a unit lottery to determine the order by which leave dates are assigned, however, soldiers requiring date specific leave requirements will be allotted leave in accordance with that date (i.e. spouse is giving birth).  The lottery system in no way discriminated by rank or position in the unit.  Soldiers will be kept in order unless the operational needs of the mission dictate a change.  Soldiers reserve the right to deny leave at any time.





ASSAULT R&R LEAVE LEDGER





      CURRENTLY      SCHEDULED 


PFC BRIEF		  	8 JUL 04


SSG STAMPER	  	8 JUL 04


PFC LEWIS			10 JUL 04


PFC BUSCAMPELL	12 JUL 04


SGT SIMAS		14 JUL 04


PFC BENEDETTO	26 JUL 04


2LT SMITH			28 JUL 04


PFC HATCHER		30 JUL 04








CURRENTLY  ON  LEAVE


CPL LOIBL


PFC ESCOBAR


SPC SAMUELS


SPC GONZALES


SSG BENNETT


SPC EBERT


CW2 BYRD





 WAITING ON DATES


“ON DECK CIRCLE”


SPC FRENCH


PFC MCKIMSON


PFC FRAZUER


SPC NETHERWOOD


SSG HOWARD





BATTERY   ROLL   UP


# COMPLETE		2


# IN PROGRESS		7


# SCHEDULED		8


# REMAINING		66





EDITOR’S NOTE:


This newsletter is constructed and compiled by the Battery Executive Officer with contributions from the battery.  Please send any comments or suggestions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:assault6@hotmail.com" ��assault6@hotmail.com�.  This newsletter attempts to give accurate up to date information concerning the soldiers of Alpha Battery as well as display the lighter side of our deployment and endeavors together.  Target publication dates are the 1st and 15th of every month.  This newsletter will be posted at � HYPERLINK "http://www.hood.army.mil/1CD_45ADA" ��www.hood.army.mil/1CD_45ADA�.  Requests for email subscription can be sent to � HYPERLINK "mailto:assault6@hotmail.com" ��assault6@hotmail.com�.  The size of each newsletter is generally 3 to 5 megabytes.
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