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“This special edition of the Assault Battery Newsletter is dedicated to the soldiers of Assault Battery.  I want to thank each and every one of them for their sacrifices, dedication and loyalty.  Being the commander of this great group of soldiers is truly an honor.  Thank you and god bless.” – Captain Curran Chidester, Assault 6
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Combat brings questions, fears, excitement, adrenaline, uncertainty, and accomplishment.  Every day these emotions are felt by the soldiers of Alpha Battery, because every day these soldiers prepare for and execute combat operations.  


An Alpha Battery soldier’s day starts two hours before his designated mission time where he finds himself in the motor pool prepping his vehicle for the day’s mission.  This is a time of various activities.  The soldiers are responsible for Pre-Combat Checks of their equipment as well as their vehicles.  Function checks are completed on weapon systems, communications checks are conducted with higher headquarters and internally within the patrol.  This is also a time that the soldiers are able to talk to one and other in order to release some of the anxiety that comes along with the mission.  Before leaving the motor pool, the soldiers gather around the ramp of their Platoon Leader’s Bradley Fighting Vehicle for the day’s mission and safety brief.  This is also a time where a prayer is said amongst the patrol.  From there, it is time to move out into zone.  
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Soldiers know to expect a patrol to last anywhere from 12-20 hours on any given day based on mission dictated changes. While on patrol, soldiers accomplish a myriad of tasks.  The patrol conducts route patrols, zone reconnaissance, traffic control points, establishment of observation posts, movement to contact missions, and cordon/search operations.  In this environment, combat patrols alone will not accomplish the mission.  Into the combat patrol, other taskings must be implemented.  Tasks that require the soldier to leave the safety of his vehicle in order to interact with the local people of his assigned zone.  Face to face interaction with the people, in their house or yard, fosters relationships that yield information, security, and good will both in the community and among the soldiers of the patrol.  The soldiers know that they cannot simply be the perceived “mindless and emotionless” robots of an army.  Instead they must show compassion and good will to the people.  In sharp contrast to these expressions, the soldier is well aware that he is in a combat zone and amongst the enemy.  Alpha Battery soldiers have come to accept the fact that being shot at is a part of their everyday job.  The soldier has become an expert in changing gears from the smiling ambassador to the relentless warrior, and then back again.   This is the face of the modern soldier.


When relief does arrive, the soldier’s day is not finished.  Upon his return to the motor pool, After Action Preventative Maintenance Checks and Services must be conducted on their vehicles.  From there the soldier is released to recover and prepare for the next day’s mission.  During this time, the soldiers of Alpha Battery can be found doing various activities.  A growing number of them can be found in the gym working out after a long mission.  Others stay in their rooms watching movies or playing video games--disappearing into a world away from the demands of their mission.  Soon they are all asleep, waiting for their next chance to “take it to the enemy.”  by Second Lieutenant Cameron Smith
























































EDITOR’S NOTE:


This newsletter is constructed and compiled by the Battery Executive Officer with contributions from the battery.  Please send any comments or suggestions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:assault6@hotmail.com" ��assault6@hotmail.com�.  This newsletter attempts to give accurate up to date information concerning the soldiers of Alpha Battery as well as display the lighter side of our deployment and endeavors together.  Target publication dates are the 1st and 15th of every month.  This newsletter will be posted at � HYPERLINK "http://www.hood.army.mil/1CD_45ADA" ��www.hood.army.mil/1CD_45ADA�.  Requests for email subscription can be sent to � HYPERLINK "mailto:assault6@hotmail.com" ��assault6@hotmail.com�.  The size of each newsletter is generally 3 to 5 megabytes.  1st Platoon “Dark Knight” soldiers have also started a website for friends and family of the Dark Knights at � HYPERLINK "http://groups.msn.com/thedarkknights" ��http://groups.msn.com/thedarkknights�. 
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