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Commander’s Update by Captain Curran Chidester

I hope this finds all of you are doing well.  The Assault Battery has been staying busy and continuing to do great things.  This past month we had a little change in scenery as we were tasked to provide security for a range complex.  The soldiers’ performance was outstanding.  I received many compliments on the professionalism of the soldiers during the mission.  We are now back and once again working with the local population to help bring peace and stability to this nation.  I must say that it is a great feeling when you see the smiles on the faces of the people you are helping. I want to congratulate Staff Sergeant Thomas in earning the “Sergeant Auddie Murphy” award.  He was one of only 2 in the division to earn this honor. Also, congratulations to Corporal Manyoma, Specialist Broussard, and Specialist Maxwell for passing the Sergeant promotion board this month.  Take care, God Bless, and thank you for all  you are doing back home.  

1st Platoon “Dark Knights” by Second Lieutenant David C. Smith

Hello Dark Knights’ Family.  I hope that all is well and this letter finds you in the middle of a wonderful day. We have entered our fourth month, and the days keep ticking by.  I am happy to report that things are going well here in Baghdad, and your soldiers continue to shine as the best and brightest. We are continuing our efforts to improve the lives of the Iraqi people as well as deter insurgent activity.  The mission is going well and we continue to make improvements. We are anxiously awaiting the chance to hand over power to the Iraqi people and help them transition into an entity of their own.  Away from the mission, we are glad to watch Camp Black Jack grow around us.  Just recently our living area completed a basketball court and started construction on a new gym.  In addition to these improvements, a brand new PX was just opened within walking distance. These are small improvements that have made a world of difference.  I would like to say that it has been an honor to lead your soldier in combat I feel very lucky to be placed with such an outstanding group of men. As family and friends, know that we miss you all very much and continue to make you proud! 

2nd Platoon “Nightstalker” by First Lieutenant Jeffrey Porter
 
2ND Platoon has surpassed the three month mark in the deployment and continues to succeed in its mission to rid Iraq of insurgents and build the infrastructure in order to facilitate the future of the nation. In this edition of the Assault Newsletter I would like to introduce you to the leadership of the platoon, and tell you a little about the duties and responsibilities of the different positions within a Bradley Fighting Vehicle Platoon.

     I am the Nightstalker platoon leader; my name is First Lieutenant Jeffrey Porter and I am from a small town in Eastern Kentucky.  My role in the platoon consists of planning tactical operations, employing the platoon’s weapon systems in accordance with the commander’s intent, and I am overall responsible for the accountability, welfare and success of the platoon.  The platoon sergeant is Staff Sergeant Michael Teasdale from Wisconsin.  His duties include planning tactical missions with the platoon leader, overseeing preparation for combat operations, maintaining accountability of the platoon as well as many other tasks. The Bradley Commanders in the platoon are Staff Sergeant Applewhite, Sergeant Nikoley, Sergeant Norris, and Sergeant Simas.  The duties of a Bradley Commander include the preparation of the vehicle for combat operations, ensuring knowledge of the mission is clearly understood by their subordinates, ensuring the safety of their crew at all times and executing the orders of the platoon leader.  The gunners in the platoon are Sergeant Biascoechea, Specialist Owens, Specialist Gallegos, Specialist Sheppard, and Specialist Franck. The gunners are where the most important link in the platoon, they are responsible for engaging and destroying the enemy at the order of their superiors, preparing their vehicle for combat operations as well as many other tasks assigned.  The Bradley drivers in the platoon would be quick to remind us that nothing can move without them and they are exactly right. They are responsible for nothing less than the mobility of over $10,000,000 worth of equipment combined.  The drivers include, Private First Class Davenport, Specialist Chambers, Private First Class Hunter, Private First Class Forbis and Private First Class Webb.  Be safe and check back soon.

3rd Platoon “Cowboys” by Second Lieutenant Alex Houston

The blazing hot month of June is upon us here in Baghdad, Iraq, we as a Platoon would like to thank all of those that support our effort in Operation Iraqi Freedom II.  During this month alone a few changes has taken place in just to name a few: Out going, Sergeant First Class Higgins, 3rd Platoon Sergeant from 4 Jan thru 14 June 2004, his dedication and efficiency has prepared the soldiers of 3rd Platoon to reach goals set by 1st Cavalry Division for Operation Iraqi Freedom II. SFC Higgins has been hand pick by the Battalion Command Sergeant Major to be apart of his elite group called 4-5 BN AD Force Protection. In coming Platoon Sergeant is Staff Sergeant(Promotable) Espinoza, his Army experience and motivation will take the platoons’ efforts to the next level.   

It is a honor to announce the newest promotable soldiers in the platoon.  These individuals put in the extra hours to prepare themselves for the groaning Sergeant Promotion Board.  Now they are known as Corporal(Promotable) Manyoma,  Specialist(Promotable) Maxwell and Specialist(Promotable) Broussard. And one day, they will don the Sergeant stripes. Thus, as changes come about the verses of Palms 91 remain the same.  God Bless America  

Maintenance Platoon by Chief Warrant Officer Perry Byrd
Hello friends and family from 4-5 motor pool, Baghdad, Iraq. Just a few words to let you now how the Renegade Maintenance soldiers are holding up. We all have bonded and became very good friends, almost like a family away from home. This helps everyone with problems they feel we need to talk about. The morale is staying high in spite of family separation. The motor pool has come a long way, always bettering it for the welfare of the soldiers. Tents and shades have been erected to cut down on the heat with more to come. Staff Sergeant Waverly has made his part time job, making sure each soldier in consolidated maintenance has ice-cold water and Gatorade everyday.  He acquired water and coolers for each section. Staff Sergeant Waverly is a God sent. The soldiers are making all of 4-5 ADA and 1st Cavalry Division proud. The operational readiness rate has maintained at 90%; the best in the 1st Cavalry Division. Keeping the soldiers on patrol safe and prepared to shoot, move, and communicate. I would like to talk about each soldier now but not enough room. Private First Class Wilt keeps us amused with his gun show. HA! HA! It helps the hot (130`) days go by faster.

First Sergeant Foxhole by First Sergeant Isaac Grace
  
First of all, I would like to thank the family members for the support you have given to the Assault Battery for a successful deployment.  Without your support and understanding of your dependent responsibility to the Army and the United States, it would have been a very difficult process.  I am First Sergeant Isaac Grace.  I have been in the military for seventeen years.  My wife, Andrea, is also in the military.  My daughters names are Olivia and Jaznmy.  I am glad to be a part of Alpha Battery.  I would like the Family Readiness Group leaders to continue to support the battery.  I will give all of the FRG members my 100% support.  The soldiers here are doing a very good job, you would all be proud of them.  As the First Sergeant it is my job to take care of the soldiers.  If  there’s one thing I can promise you, its that I will never falter in the care of your loved ones and family members deployed to Iraq.  Thanks again for your support.

STRIKE HARD, STRIKE DEEP

XO’s CORNER by First Lieutenant Chris Cornish
After receiving mounds of fan mail from my last column, I have decided to focus this weeks question on the present living conditions of the soldiers here in Iraq.  Here’s the bottom line from the soldiers: (Verbatim of course)

QUESTION:  “What do you like the best about Camp Black Jack here in Baghdad?”

SPC Graybill, Tactical Operations Specialist , HQ Platoon “Git ‘r’ Dun”
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SPC Graybill Comments:  “I really like the MWR weight room.  It has air conditioning and even satellite TV.  Our dining facility is also good. And the sandwich bar in the chow hall is so good I just want to eat like 7 times a day!”

SPC Tamme, Bradley Mechanic, Maintenance Platoon.
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SPC Tamme Comments: “I think its good that the main PX is close to where we stay.  Its such a long walk to the motor pool.  I’m just glad that I have a decent room to stay in and some good shower trailers.  The food could be better though.  But to tell you the truth, what I really like is going to my room after a hard day’s work and just falling into my bed.  And man do I love the new sandwich bar !” 

PFC Dpiazza, Bradley Driver, 1st Platoon “Dark Knights”
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PFC Dpiazza Comments: “I like all of the soldier care comforts of home that we all enjoy here.  The PX is real good.  I like hanging out during my time off after working hard out on patrol.  We enjoy our air conditioning, watch movies a lot and play video games.  It’s just like hanging out back at Fort Hood, except you can’t go out at night.  But the sandwich bar at the chow hall really rocks!”

SPC Sheppard, Bradley Gunner, 2nd Platoon “Nightstalkers”. 
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SPC Sheppard Comments: “I like that there’s a lot of stuff to do on your off time, when you actually get a chance to take a break.  I like the gym and the MWR tents that they’re building.  It’s nice to be able to like relax and chill sometimes after working hard for a while.  And the extra pickles at the sandwich bar are awesome!”   

PFC Southard, M1114 Gunner, 3rd Platoon “Cowboys”
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PFC Southard Comments: “I really like the free morale phones.  It’s great to call my wife to keep in touch.  It makes the time go by.  I really like that we have air conditioned trailers to stay in.  It’s way better than having to suffer through hot tents.  But ever since we got the new sandwich bar at the DFAC, life has been great!”

DISCLAIMER:  ALL SERVICE MEMBERS APPEARING ABOVE QUITE POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN COERCED BY THE BATTERY EXECUTIVE OFFICER DURING QUESTIONING.  SERVICE MEMBERS HAVE NO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE TO THE SUBMISSION OF THIS COLUMN AND WILL LIKELY DENY ALL COMMENTS PUBLISHED WITHIN.

Ask Staff Sergeant Stamper

By popular demand, SSG Stamper has been given his own column here at the Assault Battery Press.  Each edition soldiers will have a chance to ask Staff Sergeant Stamper himself the real deal on any issue they desire.  Soldiers will remain anonymous for their own protection.
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Dear Stampy:  Recently I have been coming in from patrol after being out in the hot 115 degree weather for 24 hours only to find out that the power has been shut off.  This is really frustrating and I know that its only out for about 3 hours, but what I want to know is how to effectively kill the time until the power and water comes back on? 

Thanks,

 “Hot and Bothered”  Baghdad Iraq.

Hot and Bothered:  

First of all, its all the XO’s fault.  He’s the one that keeps giving us all this information that the power outages are supposed to be fixed.  The power went out last week all night long and that was supposed to be the last blackout while they fixed the power grid, but I guess that was bad information too.  So there’s not much else you can do except just sit there and sweat.  We are all just going to have to deal with it until our leave slots come in and then get home and have some real AC and Mexican food!

- Staff Sergeant John Stamper, Bradley Commander “Dark Knight 3”

Through the Eyes of a Soldier bySpecialist Terri Brown (New to the Assault press:  Each edition will include a column written by a different soldier each week on the topic of his choice.)

LIFE AT CAMP BLACK JACK
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Life here at camp Black Jack is nothing what you think it should be.  Actually, it’s pretty nice.  If you’ve never deployed or ever been to any of the other camps around here, your picture of this place can’t be very good.  The atmosphere inside of the camp is very relaxed for the people enjoying their time off.  That aspect of this place comes from all of the great soldiers at the gates and the soldiers on patrol.  They make it a lot safer for us to enjoy our time off.  During our time off we go to the PX, play basketball, or just sit in our trailer and enjoy the air conditioning.  We also have a great dining facility, which feeds the soldiers three hot meals a day, just like back at Fort Hood.  Even though this place may not seem that bad, being home with our friends, families, and love one’s would be much better.
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I love this Job!!!





ASSAULT BATTERY SOLDIER PROFILE





Name: Jason Nikoley





Rank: Sergeant





Platoon: 2nd Platoon





Job: Bradley Commander





Hometown: Reno, NV





Favorite Food: Steak





Favorite Band: 80’s Metallica





Hobbies: Sport Shooting, Guitar, Hiking, Fishing





Future Plans: Go back to school and discover a new career focus, doesn’t know exactly what yet.





Assault Battery Spies Catch Private First Class Puppich sunbathing in the Green Zone while she was supposedly on a detail to assist with MWR activities
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