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Commander’s Update by Captain Curran Chidester

Greetings.  I hope this finds all of you doing well.  I know it has been a while since our last newsletter, but we are still plugging away making a difference for the people of Iraq.  Since our last letter we have conducted many missions and have helped support the 2nd Brigade Combat Team in a number of different ways.  All of you would be very proud of the accomplishments your loved ones have accomplished.  We have definitely earned a reputation as the battery that can get it done.

I know each of the platoons are going to mention this in their columns, but I want to welcome our newest team members to the Assault Family:  Staff Sergeant Powell, Staff Sergeant Terrell, Private Summers, Private Yoemans, Private Smith, and Private Hiney.  We are very glad to have them.  We have had some unfortunate incidents where we have had some great soldiers injured.  They are all going to recover, and our prayers are with them and their families.  First Lieutenant Houston, Staff Sergeant Applewhite, Sergeant Norris, and Specialist Graybill are all back in the US recovering.  Private First Class Forbis is in Germany, and will return to the battery in a couple weeks.  Staff Sergeant Stamper, Sergeant Moore, Private First Class Barton, Specialist Sheppard, Specialist Perkins, Staff Sergeant Thomas, Specialist Galleagos, and Specialist Buscampell are all here with the battery.  I also want to mention that Sergeant McKane who was injured back in April is in the September Edition of FHM Magazine, page 86.  He looks great and is doing well.  Finally, I would like to congratulate Specialist Webb, Specialist Perkins, Private Hunt, and Specialist Hatcher on their promotions. 

The continued support of so many of you has been fantastic.  Everyday we fill the orderly room with packages and letters.  I can’t express to you how much it means to the soldiers and myself to have your support.  Things here get tough at times, but your support helps us to get thru whatever comes our way.  Our cause here is a good one.  I am truly proud to be a part of it and even more proud to be apart of this great battery.  Thank you again for all that you are doing.  We will continue to make this world a better place.  Take care and God Bless.

1st Platoon “Dark Knights” by Second Lieutenant David C. Smith
Hello Dark Knight’s friends and family! As summer draws to a close we are finishing up month six and hoping to see temperatures start to drop.  Things continue to go well here as we prepare for a change of mission that has us moving into a different area of operation.  During our preparation we spent time at Butler Range providing security patrols and manning. The time at the range gave the soldiers some much needed downtime and a chance to relax in between missions. We have also had some new additions to the Dark Knight’s family: Staff Sergeant Terrell, Private Smith, and Private Summers. Welcome aboard!! We have had some recent injuries; Staff Sergeant Stamper and Sergeant Moore have recently received wounds while on mission.  I am happy to report that both are doing well and recovering here with us at Camp Black Jack. As for living conditions, Camp Black Jack continues to improve with the addition of a new gym and recreation building.  Friends and Family, we miss you all and we continue to work hard to get back home to you.  Until then, take care….DARK KNIGHTS!!!
2nd Platoon “Nightstalker” by Second Lieutenant Ryan Hester
Greetings family and friends of Second Platoon!  First I’d like to take a second to introduce myself.  I am Second Lieutenant Ryan Hester, I graduated from The Citadel in May of 2003, I graduated from the Officer Basic Course this past February.  I landed in country at the end of June, and officially took command of 2nd Platoon on 28 July.  The month of August has been an eventful month for the Night Stalkers.  2nd Platoon played a key role in ensuring that no convoys were attacked in Alpha Battery’s Area of Operations.  We were tasked briefly to support a Field Artillery Unit to assist in securing some of their local supply routes. While there we got to view the scenic Euphrates River.  Additionally, the Night Stalker’s assisted in the protection of Butler Range. 

Regretfully there have been seven Night Stalkers injured in the month of August.  Staff Sergeant Applewhite, Sergeant Norris, and Specialist Graybill returned to the states, while Specialist Perkins, Specialist Sheppard, Private First Class Barton, and Private First Class Forbis will all be returned to duty.  On the brighter side, the platoon would like to congratulate Specialist Perkins and Specialist Webb on their promotions and welcome the newest Night Stalkers to our team, Private Yoemans and Private Hiney.  To all family members and friends, thank you all for your love, support, and prayers.  We miss you all.  

3rd Platoon “Cowboys” by First Lieutenant Jeff Porter

     Well 3rd platoon has made it halfway through the deployment.  Lately the “Cowboys” have proven to be pivotal in the fight to rid Iraq from terrorism.  The soldiers of 3rd platoon have worked tirelessly in any mission they have been assigned.  And in true Cowboy fashion they have been successful in each and every one.  Regretfully, the original platoon leader was injured in the line of duty.  The entire platoon would like to wish First Lieutenant Houston a speedy recovery and best wishes for the future.  During his time in the platoon First Lieutenant Houston contributed greatly to the overall success of the battery, and will be sorely missed.  In his absence I have taken over the platoon and can think of no greater honor than to lead the fine soldiers of this platoon as we continue to bring the fight to those who would bring terror and use fear as a weapon against the law abiding people of Iraq and the world

     For the rest of the deployment the Cowboys plan to dedicate their time to the success of the platoon’s missions, family, and thinking about how wonderful things will be when we finally get home.  Lastly my platoon sergeant Staff Sergeant Espinoza would like to send a hello to his wife Jennifer who is doing a wonderful job with the family back in the states.  Be safe and check back soon.

First Sergeant Foxhole by First Sergeant Isaac Grace

First thing, I would like to say that all the soldiers are doing fine and that we appreciate your support.  If any soldier or family member has a problem, he or she will get the proper treatment here in country or from the rear detachment.  There are a lot of rumors still out there about leave and re-deployment.  This is how leave works; first we take into consideration the soldiers with newborn family members, their leave will occur with the birth of their child.  Next, soldiers will receive leave according to the order they drew out of a hat.  If the soldier goes on emergency leave before their number comes up, then they are placed at the end of the leave list.  Every soldier will take leave if possible.  The only way a soldier will not take leave is if we re-deploy early.  On the subject of Re-deployment: our mission here is for one year.  If we return early, that will be a plus but we are all planning for one year.  Our living conditions are the best that you can have in this country, and the soldiers should appreciate it.  Other units are living in worse conditions than we are.  I would like the family members to give me and the commander the opportunity to fix whatever problem you have at our level.  Regardless of who anyone contacts, the commander and myself will have to rectify the problem.  Thanks.

Strike Hard, Strike Deep!

XO’s CORNER by First Lieutenant Chris Cornish
QUESTION:  “What do you think about the Renegade Plaza MWR Center?”

Specialist Hatcher , Command Driver, HQ Platoon “Git ‘r’ Dun”
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SPC Hatcher Comments:  “I really don’t know, I have never been in there.  I always just use my cell phone to call my wife and family.  And the Iowa Hawkeyes will definitely go all the way this year in the Big Ten!”

Specialist Samuels, Fuel Specialist, Maintenance Platoon.
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    SPC Samuels Comments: “Its all-right, maybe the time limit on the phone could be longer, but there ain’t nothin bad about a free phone, it’s a good thing for the soldiers.  I wish they would play the Hawkeye’s games on the TV in there though, that would make it really awesome.” 

Staff Sergeant Thomas, Bradley Commander, 1st Platoon “Dark Knights”
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SSG Thomas Comments: “Its nice that somebody actually cares about the soldier to provide them with a way to call home.  Just yesturday, I heard people in their talking on the phone about how unstoppable the Hawkeyes are going to be this year.  Its great that soldiers are able to talk about the best team in college ball for free.”

Staff Sergeant Teasdale, Platoon Sergeant, 2nd Platoon “Nightstalkers”. 
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SSG Teasdale Comments: “The Renegade Plaza is a nice needed link to home.  It’s a great way for soldiers to call home for free and not waste money on over priced phone cards and cell phones.  I plan on using the free phones to place bets on the Iowa Hawkeye games with my Bookie back home.”   

Staff Sergeant Gibson, Section Sergeant, 3rd Platoon “Cowboys”
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SSG Gibson Comments: “I think its very beneficial to the soldiers.  Its open 24 hours for the soldier so that he can call home even in the middle of the night after they come in from patrol.  It comes in great to call buddies back home to check the score on the Hawkey games.”

DISCLAIMER:  ALL SERVICE MEMBERS APPEARING ABOVE QUITE POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN COERCED BY THE BATTERY EXECUTIVE OFFICER DURING QUESTIONING.  SERVICE MEMBERS HAVE NO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE TO THE SUBMISSION OF THIS COLUMN AND WILL LIKELY DENY ALL COMMENTS PUBLISHED WITHIN.

Ask Staff Sergeant Stamper
Send Questions to: assault6@hotmail.com Soldiers will remain anonymous for their own protection. 

[image: image6.jpg]


Dear Stampy:  I have been noticing a lot of new changes and food choices in the Black Jack Dining Facility, what do you think about the new stir fry bar?



- Sizzlingly Surprised, Baghdad, Iraq
Sizzlingly Surprised:  

I didn’t even know they had a stir-fry bar, hell I just found out! I really love the Mexican Bar.  Sorry, but I am Mexican all the way.

- Staff Sergeant John Stamper, Bradley Commander “Dark Knight 3”

Dear Stampy:  We all went out to secure the Range Complex as some time off and an easy mission.  Do you really think that it was a vacation?

- Bored in Baghdad

Bored in Baghdad:

It would help if they would have had a Mexican Bar there, but as far as a vacation detail, FORGET IT!

- Staff Sergeant John Stamper, Bradley Commander “Dark Knight 3”

Through the Eyes of a Soldier by Private Travis Hunt 

From 29 Palms Detention Facility
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Life at 29 Palms 2nd Brigade Detention Facility also known as the BIF(Brigade Interrogation Facility) starts at 0200 and ends at 1400 every day.  I’ve been working for the detention facility since April 1st, 2004.  Working as a guard in the detention facility is not as easy as some people might think it is.  My shift and I had to go through 42 hours of training on care for the detainees, running and maintaining the facility, facility rules, SOP’s and procedures, self protection, and take down tactics that use the minimal force required to subdue a detainee without serious injury.  We have to be constantly aware of our surroundings and maintain self-discipline and professionalism at all times.  The inspector general and reporters are always visiting us.  

Working at the detention facility always comes down to doing the hard right or the easy wrong.  We make every effort to treat the detainees with dignity and respect.  This is non-negotiable.  They are a source of intelligence for our forces.  If we abuse them, the intelligence they provide would be no good and could get one of us killed while on patrol.  We have to be examples to detainees as Americans and what we believe.  Most of them are innocent and get released.  Word of mouth travels that we treated them well and they got the care and medical attention they needed.  They realize that Americans are here to help and rebuild Iraq and that we’re not as bad as some Iraqis think.
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ASSAULT BATTERY SOLDIER PROFILE





Name: Ryan Loibl





Rank: Corporal





Platoon: 3rd





Job: M1114 Driver





Hometown: Cherry Point, NC





Favorite Food: Burritos





Favorite Band: Cold Play





Hobbies: Golf, Playing with his Dogs, Carpentry





Future Plans: Family and Going Back to School





Assault Battery Spies Catch Corporal Inchausti Getting His “Brows” done at the Renegade Plaza.  The Renegade Plaza Recently Hired The Barber In a Diligent Effort to Battle the “UNIBROW!”








LEAVE POLICY & GUIDELINES


All leave dates shown above are tentative departure dates and will not be the date in which the soldier arrives at home.  In some situations, the soldier’s departure may even be delayed by a day or more.  All soldiers have participated in a unit lottery to determine the order by which leave dates are assigned, however, soldiers requiring date specific leave requirements will be allotted leave in accordance with that date(i.e. spouse is giving birth).  The lottery system in no way discriminates by rank or position in the unit.  Soldiers will be kept in order unless the operational needs of the mission dictate a change.  Soldiers reserve the right to deny leave at any time.





ASSAULT R&R LEAVE LEDGER





      CURRENTLY      SCHEDULED 


CORNISH			10 SEP 04	


BARTON			02 SEP 04


THOMAS			07 SEP 04


FRANCK			16 SEP 04


SCOTT			02 SEP 04


JAMES			03 SEP 04


BIASCOCHEA		04 SEP 04


OWENS			23 SEP 04


SMITH, J			25 SEP 04


WAGUK			23 SEP 04


NIKOLEY			23 SEP 04


SCIBELLI			02 SEP 04





CURRENTLY  ON  LEAVE


SPC FRENCH


SSG HOWARD


CPL INCHAUSTI


SGT SCHLAFFER


PV2 HUNT





 WAITING ON DATES


“ON DECK CIRCLE”


HUFFMAN


SOUTHARD


DEMATOS


GOOSMAN


HYLAND


TAMME


DPIAZZA


DAMIAN


SHEPPARD, L


TEASDALE


FLORES


PASCALE








BATTERY   ROLL   UP


# COMPLETE		25


# IN PROGRESS		5


# SCHEDULED		12


# REMAINING		40








AS OF 1 SEPTEMBER 2004





EDITOR’S NOTE:


This newsletter is constructed and compiled by the Battery Executive Officer with contributions from the battery.  Please send any comments or suggestions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:assault6@hotmail.com" ��assault6@hotmail.com�.  This newsletter attempts to give accurate up to date information concerning the soldiers of Alpha Battery as well as display the lighter side of our deployment and endeavors together.  Target publication is every month.  This newsletter will be posted at � HYPERLINK "http://www.hood.army.mil/1CD_45ADA" ��www.hood.army.mil/1CD_45ADA�.  Requests for email subscription can be sent to � HYPERLINK "mailto:assault6@hotmail.com" ��assault6@hotmail.com�.  The size of each newsletter is generally 3 to 5 megabytes.
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