Message from Renegade 6 for July 04

It’s hotter.  Your soldiers are used to it by now.  The forecast regularly calls for 117°; the actual temperature is usually much higher.  If you touch metal with bare hands in the middle of the afternoon, you risk burning yourself.  A tribute to the soldiers’ strength and discipline is the low number of heat injuries.  Although the generators go out once in a while, the AC is working great.  We are even getting it installed in some of the vehicles.  


The routine continues.  The soldiers stay focused.  The enemy has been up to their old tricks again.  We have taken a few casualties, but we are still giving the terrorists plenty of trouble.  They seem to prefer hitting other zones and would rather stay away from us.  Your soldiers handle themselves so well.  I know we will continue to triumph.

 
We have had one loss that I must mention.  SPC Shawn Davies died in an accident on July 9th.  He was a member of Charlie Battery and a good soldier.  The entire Renegade team mourns his passing and wishes comfort for his parents and fiancé.


We have over 90 armored vehicles in the task force.  Some are M2 Bradleys; some are M113 Armored Personnel Carriers.  For wheeled vehicles, there are M1114s, M1025s, and M998 Add-on-Armor gun trucks.  All have armor on them; in fact, no vehicle should leave the base without it.  Every type of armored vehicle protects our soldiers.  They have helped us survive attacks and defeat the enemy.  Sadly, none of them are perfect, even the M1 tanks of other units have been hit.  We have done everything we can and are still trying to get more.  Our soldiers do the rest by staying alert to trouble and taking the fight to the terrorists.  


Your soldiers still continue to impress Command Sergeant Major Williams and me.  They always greet us with a smile, even when it is more than 125° outside and the wind is blowing at you like a hairdryer on its hottest setting.  They work long nights and longer days to complete mission so we can all come home to a safer America.  


Please keep the cards, letters, and good wishes coming.  We keep getting packages from home, they make our day.  The generosity of people is better than words could describe.  We would, of course, serve even without the care packages, but it is good to know we are appreciated.  Please stay in touch with your friends and family and FRG.  Let’s keep working together until we are all home again.  

Stay cool,

Renegade 6    

