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Promotions this period includes: SSG Day promoted to the rank of SFC, SPC Marin and Woodcraft promoted to the rank of SGT, PFC Sanchez, Dixon, and Lands promoted to the rank of SPC, and PV2 Pearson, Joy promoted to the rank of PFC.  These soldiers showed that they are ready for more responsibility and were very deserving of this promotion.

Today marks the midway point in the deployment.  For most, the days have been going by quickly, since we stay busy.  For us it is now a down hill race.  Spirits still remain high, mostly because of the great care packages we have received, thank to everyone sending them.  

With the opening of the Airport our mission focus has changed.  We are now in control of one checkpoint (otherwise known as a traffic control point or I.D. card checkpoint) and we are controlling the perimeter of buildings near the Airport terminal.  Both are in secure zones on the Airport, so we are adding to the security plan, as necessary.  The soldiers seem to enjoy their new jobs and are transitioning into the new routine.  We are all busy and I apologize for the lack of newsletters.  However, we are all safe and just counting down the days until we can see our loved ones again.
On post they are beginning to open all of the new moral centers.  The Blackjack moral and recreation center opened on Labor Day giving the soldiers a place to unwind on their days off.  This center includes a movie theater (big screen TV with chairs), numerous games, and a library.  Another big addition is the post gym.  This gym includes a vast amount of new gym equipment, a cardio room, and daily aerobics and abs classes.  So hopefully we all look good coming home.  These facilities are all designed to help the soldiers unwind and work off a little stress…
Rumors have arisen that we will be moving into a tent city.  I can tell you that this is a false statement and we will be living in our current quarters until we are released from our missions.  When we do in fact move, it will mark the end of the deployment, so we all look forward to that day.  The “tent city,” is used to house units in transition, so the new units can take-over our missions.  This will most likely happen in the February time frame, not now.
Our final issue will be leave.  The command is trying to give all soldiers the opportunity to go home during the deployment.  We have already sent about half of the soldiers home and plan on sending the rest home in the upcoming months.  Even though it is our goal to send soldiers home, we cannot guarantee this, because we do not know what the future holds.  I am working very hard to give the opportunity to all the soldiers and this seems to be working as planned.  

Thanks again for all of the support.  We are working hard to give our loved ones a sense of security, back home.  We all know that our jobs here will help keep America safe.  Stay safe and never forget September 11th.

