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CAMP BLACK JACK, Baghdad - Iraqi schools are more than reading, writing and arithmetic, they also offer an education in goodwill. Lining up outside their local school, the men, women and children of Swaib Village received their first lesson as they waited for free check-ups by a host of doctors.
Hosting a Medical Community Health Outreach Program (MEDCHOP), the 4th Battalion, 5th Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, assembled a group of American and Iraqi medical practitioners at the Swaib Primary School on Aug. 2.
“This MEDCHOP was truly a joint venture. We had support from the 2-12 [Cav.], the Navy SEALS, Special Forces, and the 10th Mountain Division, which is conducting a right-seat ride. We also had division assets to include the 13th Signal Battalion,” 1st Lt. Sherrill Schaaf, physician’s assistant and medical officer, 4-5 ADA, said.
As program director, Schaaf said preparing for this type of operation takes a lot of hard work. First, a community in need is identified, like a rural village in an under-served area. The Soldiers on patrol then check to see if there is a need for medical providers in their sector.
“Many of the villages lack doctors. There are only four clinics in our entire sector, so we identify where there is a need for us first off. Secondly, we have to find a suitable site. Usually, the schools are the best sites because they have multiple rooms and perimeter walls, which provide security,” Schaaf said.
After the site has been selected, Schaaf must purchase the necessary pharmaceuticals. To do this, she relies on an Iraqi liaison who makes the purchase locally in Baghdad. The medicines are obtained locally because they are made in Arab countries and the people are familiar with them.
“We then have to coordinate with other providers, and typically, we always have one female provider with us,” Schaff said. “In addition to the doctors, we have to get an Iraqi interpreter for each of our providers.”
Both American and Iraqi Doctors participate in the program.
“Usually, we include an Iraqi doctor who runs the pharmacy and an Iraqi dentist who pulls teeth. So what we have then, are American doctors who will make the diagnosis and fill out the prescriptions, then the patients are sent to the pharmacy where they get their medicines that have Arabic instructions and the doctor can answer their questions,” Schaaf said.
Other program issues include providing Soldiers for security, and contacting the local sheik to get the word out.
“Normally, we expect to see between 100 to 200 patients while conducting these free check-ups, however the numbers will vary depending on the size of the village. We only do one or two of these a month, but it is one way of showing our goodwill,” Schaaf said.
In addition to the team of doctors, trained medics are on hand to assist the medical providers.
“This is my second time working with the dentist, Dr. Rafid, but normally I am an emergency medicine medic,” said SPC. Brad Derting, a medic with the 898th Engineer Battalion, 81st Armored Brigade, attached to 4-5 ADA. “I get to move around and do different things, but working with the kids is best.” 
The Soldiers enjoy working with the program.
“I like doing these types of medical missions, they’re fun.” PFC. Algerita Landry, medic, of 4-5 ADA said.

