SOLDIER OF THE WEEK

SGT Flores, Tommy – Sergeant Flores demonstrated outstanding judgment while investigating the report of a man waving a pistol wildly outside of the gates of BIAP.  SGT Flores was on scene with D/9 CAV while responding to the call from a nearby observation post.  The squad moved in quickly shouting at the individual to put his gun down.  Despite the demands of the squad, the man continued to act irrationally.  He placed the flailing handgun in his pocket and remained unresponsive as SGT Flores slowly moved closer.  With impeccable timing, SGT Flores disarmed himself and subdued the suspect, ensuring the man was unable to regain a hostile posture with the holstered weapon.  After the individual was detained, it was discovered that the man was mentally handicapped and brandishing a plastic toy gun.  SGT Flores’ quick judgment and sound assessment of the threat saved the man’s life.

PFC Zuniga, Anthony L. – PFC Zuniga has performed tremendously during the past week.  During this time frame PFC Zuniga accomplished the duties of Bradley Gunner and Driver.  His additional duties include working as a searcher in the vehicle and personnel search area.  PFC Zuniga continued working hard searching vehicles in the ECP #1 search area and has been essential to the ECP success.  PFC Zuniga has done a great job of carrying on the Rough Rider tradition of excellence and he is an esteemed member of the Bounty Hunter family.

SPC Strout, Kenneth M. – SPC Strout is an Information Systems Operator/Analyst (74B).  SPC Strout is responsible for maintaining three separate networks for the Renegade Battalion.  SPC Strout helped to design and implement the network architecture for both the SIPR and NIPR nets.  His proficiency in his MOS allowed him to configure the battalion’s switches and routers to allow multiple networks to reside on the same infrastructure.  He also insured that all of the battalion’s assests had connectivity by running over 4, 000 feet of network cable.  Additionally, SPC Strout is responsible for managing and maintaining the Renegade Internet Café.  The Renegade Internet Café is a free service provided to soldiers, which allows them to access their e-mail, surf the internet, and conduct video chats with loved ones.  He assists with maintaining the morale of soldiers within the Task Force by showing his ability in handling numerous and complex tasks.  SPC Strout ensures that the Renegade showing his ability in handling numerous and complex tasks.  SPC Strout ensures that the Renegade Battalion can communicate securely and reliably, thus contributing to the accomplishment of the mission.

SPC Xayachack, Soulichanh – SPC Xayachack is Charlie Battery soldier of the week.  SPC Xayachack is the Charlie Battery Radio Transmitter Operator.  His countless hours helping command and control the entire battery have been recognized.  SPC Xayachack’s quick and accurate reporting has helped the battery accomplish every mission.  On his free time, SPC Xayachack builds a relationship with the local nationals by playing soccer.  During his duty day, SPC Xayachack transmits numerous messages to the soldiers in his battery that are on patrols so that the mission can be accomplished.  His ability to perform under pressure makes him a valuable asset to the platoon.

