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March 28, 2004

Dear Family and Loved Ones of the Warrior Team:

     I am pleased to report that we have arrived safely in Iraq.  I cannot be prouder of how well your loved ones have performed. From the Port in Kuwait to our forward operating base in Iraq they have led the way and set the standard for 1st Cavalry’s move into theater.  As you know, your soldiers deployed to Kuwait in late February to conduct reception, staging, and extensive training for movement.  Now, these same soldiers are in Iraq accomplishing our mission. 

     Some of the tasks your soldiers have completed include transporting all of our Brigade Combat Team’s personnel and equipment, and individual and convoy training. Our equipment arrived by sea at a port in Kuwait; we downloaded from those ships, quickly organized by unit, and convoyed to a camp in Northern Kuwait in preparation for our movement into Iraq.  Over a short time, soldiers completed a deliberate training plan, including significant live fire training, convoy rehearsals and many other exercises to prepare for combat operations in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom II.

     After this training, the brigade participated in a tactical movement from Kuwait to the vicinity of Baghdad.  The movement involved the coordination of hundreds of vehicles and thousands of people.  During each day of the journey, soldiers ensured the road was secure, and took care of ground vehicles traveling hundreds of miles over and aircraft traveling through dust and sand. Every soldier in the team arrived safely at assigned destinations around Baghdad.  

     With our solders in place, we are ready, we are prepared, and we are focused on the mission ahead of us. This is an opportunity for your soldier to learn first hand how a democracy takes shape, and we are proud to be a part of Operation Iraq Freedom II.  As I have said in the past, be concerned for us, but do not be worried.  We are well trained.  We are well equipped.  We have the finest soldiers in the world.  They are ready to do a job and do it well.


Sincerely,


James C. McConville

  
Colonel, US Army
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