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Hero of the Week:

  Keeps the First Team’s Attack Helicopters in the Air


Sgt. Troy Fults’ sole mission in the Army is to maintain and repair attack helicopters and make sure they fly.  Currently serving in Iraq with the 4th Aviation ‘Warrior’ Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, he is the heart of the helicopter.

Fults is an AH-64 Apache helicopter crew chief assigned to Company A, 615th Aviation Support Battalion, earning the company’s nickname of ‘Avengers’ on a daily basis.

The ‘Warrior’ Brigade cannot function without its aviation assets.  Fults, native of Cleveland, Texas, ensures that combat power is always available by providing critical maintenance support.  His impeccable maintenance allowed the brigade’s AH-64 Apaches to fly over 1,900 hours without accident or incident due to maintenance since arriving in theater.

Fults also conducts major maintenance inspections called “phase inspections” during a very compressed time schedule. By conducting 24-hour operations, his team completed these inspections in half the time it took at Fort Hood, Texas.  

“We can fix them just as fast as we can get the parts,” Fults said.

Fults is a significant combat multiplier in many ways.  In addition to the phase maintenance he provides, he stands ready to repair aircraft at a moment’s notice and get them back into flying condition. 

Every day, Fults is making a difference for the First Team.  Without his support and the support of the many other Apache crew chiefs in his company, the aircraft would not be able to fly the number of hours that they do.  

“[The] game is on, and we get faster and better every day,” Fults said.

And with the number of attacks by anti-coalition forces increasing, it is those attack helicopters that the Soldiers on the ground rely on to come to the rescue when necessary. 
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