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Special Report
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Though U.S. troops are not allowed to wave the American flag in Irag, Spe. Jimmy Boyd Israelsen, 20, will carry this flag

Washington Times

tattoo with

Maya Alleruzzo/T

him always. Spc. Israelsen is deployed in Baghdad with the 91st Engineer Battalion’s 2nd Brigade Combat Team.

Independence Day 2004

US. troops are mindful

By Betsy Pisik
and Maya Alleruzzo
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

BAGHDAD — Members of
the 91st Engineer Battalion’s
Alpha Company were trying
to fix a broken armored per-
sonnel carrier in Baghdad’s
Amariyah neighborhood last
month when three teenagers
approached. One boy wore a
“Titanic” T-shirt; another wore

a September 11 shirt. It was

the third boy who spoke.
“Hey;” he said in near-per-
fect English to Staff Sgt. Paul
Benningfield, who was stand-
ing guard over the repair team,
“can I have a flag?”
“I told him no, that the only

~ flag I carry is the one on my

uniform,” said Sgt. Benning-

_ field, a platoon sergeant for

Alpha Company. “I asked him
why he wanted it, and he said,
‘I need one. I love America. I

. want to go there one day’ ”

The young man may not
speak for all Iraqis, but he

clearly is'not'alone. Tt was the"

second time in a week that a
boy in this rough neighbor-
hood had asked Sgt. Benning-
field, of Cleveland, Texas, for
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of why they are in Iraq
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Maya Alleruzzo/The Washington Times

Sgt. Shadeed Stevens, 23, of Milledgeville, Ga., displays his
colors at his “hooch” at Camp Victory in Baghdad.

games, our way of life, maybe,
. the freedoms we have,” the sol-

dier mused last week.

. fActually, it’s quite comfort-

ing. It brings a little bit of home
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Members of the U.S. armed
services are spending their
second Fourth of July holiday
in Iraq today, but the mood is
a little lighter than it was a

ended, and responsibility was
transferred to an Iragi gov-
ernment. And on Thursday,
former dictator Saddam Hus-
sein was arraigned on charges
relating to war crimes and
genocide.

It was the kind of week that
puts the Iraqis well on the way
to having a new Independence
Day of their own, say many of
the American civilians and
soldiers who are stationed
here.

“A lot of people lose sight of
what we’re actually doing
here,” said Staff Sgt. Richard
Brannon West, a member of
Alpha Company, 91st Engineer
Battalion of Fort Hood, Texas.

“Everybody talks about hiow
America is 300 years old. This
place [Iraq] is thousands of
years old and they’re just get-
ting what we’ve had ih our
short existence. So for us to be
the ones to come here and help
foster that for them . . . it’s
mind blowing.”

For most soldiefs, today
won’t be much of & holiday,
even if they are ¥ lieved of
their duties.

They may change out of the
heavy dust-colored camouflage
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US. troops are mindful

By Betsy Pisik
and Maya Alleruzzo
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

BAGHDAD — Members of
the 91st Engineer Battalion’s
Alpha Company were trying
to fix a broken armored per-
sonnel carrier in Baghdad’s
Amariyah neighborhood last
month when three teenagers
approached. One boy wore a
“Titanic” T-shirt; another wore
a September 11 shirt. It was
the third boy who spoke.

“Hey;” he said in near-per-
fect English to Staff Sgt. Paul
Benningfield, who was stand-
ing guard over the repair team,
“can I have a flag?”

“I told him no, that the only
flag I carry is the one on my
uniform,” said Sgt. Benning-
field, a platoon sergeant for
Alpha Company. “I asked him
why he wanted it, and he said,
‘I need one. I love America. I
want to go there one day. ”

The young man may not
speak for all Iraqgis, but he
cléarly isnot alone. It was the
second time in a week that a
boy in this rough neighbor-
hood had asked Sgt. Benning-
field, of Cleveland, Texas, for
an American flag.

“Maybe he loves it for the
fact that we have PlayStation
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Sgt. Shadeed Stevens, 23, of Milledgeville, Ga., displays his
colors at his “hooch” at Camp Victory in Baghdad.

games, our way of life, maybe,
the freedoms we have,” the sol-
dier mused last week.

. “Actually, it’s quite comfort-
ing. It brings a little bit of home
to you. It’s nice to see that
someone appreciates what
we’re doing in Iraq.”

Members of the U.S. armed
services are spending their
second Fourth of July holiday
in Iraq today, but the mood is
a little lighter than it was a
year ago.

Last Monday, the 15-month
occupation of Iraq officially

ended, and responsibility was
transferred to an Iraqi gov-
ernment. And on Thursday,
former dictator Saddam Hus-
sein was arraigned on charges
relating to war crimes and
genocide.

It was the kind of week that
puts the Iragis well on the way
to having a new Independence
Day of their own, say many of
the American civilians and
soldiers who are stationed
here.

“A lot of people lose sight of
what we’re actually doing
here” said Staff Sgt. Richard
Brannon West, a member of
Alpha Company, 91st Engineer
Battalion of Fort Hood, Texas.

“Everybody talks about how
America is 300 years old. This
place [Iraq] is thousands of
years old and they’re just get-
ting what we’ve had ih our
short existence. So for us to be
the ones to come here and help
foster that for them /. . . it’s
mind blowing.” ¥

Tor most soldiers, today
won’t be much of a holiday,
even if they are yelieved of
their duties.

They may chaqée out of the
heavy dust-colored camouflage
uniforms and slip into regula-

see FOURTH, page A5





