Florida’s Love Reaches Deaf Children in Baghdad
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One hundred and thirty-seven students, aged four to sixteen, at the Institute for the Deaf in Karadah District, Baghdad were visited on April 3, 2004 by the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion (CA BN) of Miami, Florida. The soldiers came bearing gifts of clothing and toys for the thankful children.
Team Leader Major Danny Hassig of Blountstown, Florida said, “I mentioned to my sister, Stephanie Moravek, on the phone when I was first assigned to the Karadah District that the children here could use everything they could get in the way of clothing and toys. Everyone in Blountstown responded and they sent a lot of love to these children.
Twenty-five individuals and organizations donated clothing to include shoes and huggable items. The donations could have started a medium size clothing store back home according to Major Hassig.

The elementary, middle and high schools of Blountstown donated generously to the drive and the Leadership Class at the middle school conducted a drive that funded the postage for the items to arrive in Iraq.
On hand to deliver the first box of clothing was 478th CA BN Commander Lieutenant Colonel Wilfredo Rosario who noted, “These are special kids and the citizens of Blountstown are very special people too. Our unit is happy to link the two together.”

Specialist Halbert Thomas of Miami, FL helped children open boxes full of shoes. He said, “The children taught me the hand sign for ‘I love you.’ But I saw the thanks in their eyes”.    Specialist Erich Scholz of Amarillo, TX said, “In Texas, the ‘I love you’ hand sign used here is the University of Texas’ ‘Hook ‘em Horns” hand sign that you see at the football games.”
Sergeant Alicia Castellon of Miami, FL commented, “My visit to the Institute has been the best day I have had since coming to Iraq in February. The visit touched me deeply and I hope I get a chance to come back and visit again.”
The 478th Executive Officer Major John Uharriet of Pembroke Pines, FL said, “Many of our soldiers have children at home that we really miss.  Our visit gave us a chance to interact with kids and hopefully we will be able to establish a long term relationship with them.” 

From left to right: MAJ Danny Hassig, SPC Alicia Castellon, and SGT Alonso,  look on as their Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Wilfredo Rosario, finds a reminder of the 478th’s hometown.











