                                        Fadh Aliyah Pipe Project

                                      By SGT Gregory T. Glading

As Iraq marches closer to the June 30th transfer of power, 478th Civil Affairs Battalion Team Strike reports, what its Commander, Major Joel Hagy, calls, “A significant event towards Iraq’s evolution to independence.”  Team Strike, in support of the 1-12 Cav, can boast of many hands on successes in the Coalition effort to rebuild Iraq.    The Fadh Aliyah Pipe Project is significant because it’s, in the words of Major Hagy, “A hands off Project.”  The Fadh Aliyah Pipe Project consists of running duel, three-kilometer length, ductile piping from a restored pump station and purification plant, through the Baghdad neighborhood of Fadh Aliyah, to their agricultural area.  One pipe will carry potable water for the residents, the other non-potable water for agriculture.  Major Hagy said,  “In the early days of the Coalition, Civil Affairs teams would identify a problem, design a solution, and engineer the project. Later, the Neighborhood Advisory Committees (NAC) would come to us with a problem, but leave it to us to solve it for them.  The Fadh Aliyah Pipe Project is significant because this time Iraqis identified the problem, conceived a solution, designed the project, and engineered it without our help.  It is noteworthy that the NAC was able to take their plan to the Amulat (City Government) and make the project a reality.  Our only role is to provide the financing.”

Sergeant Benjamin Hendrick, the project’s liaison between the NAC and the Army, said, “The project in itself will improve the lives of the Fadh Aliyah residents and augment their agrarian economy.  The project is not complicated.  The individual homes will still not have running water.  They will have to collect the water in barrels and buckets at valve points.  That does, however, represent a significant upgrade from waiting for trucks to deliver their water.”  Presently, the NAC has a warehouse to store project supplies. SGT Hedrick reports that project workers are now cleaning and preparing the pipes for installation.  He said,  “I am very impressed with the Fadh Aliyah NAC because they sincerely care about their constituents.  The NAC project coordinator, Shiek Rahin, has done a great job of overcoming political obstacles and making things happen.”  

The Army’s investment in the project is $19,000 USD.  Yet by setting an example of Iraqis independently building a new, free nation, the Fadh Aliyah Pipe Project could pay manifold dividends. 

