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Operation Iraqi Freedom II

Soldiers Working Themselves Out of a Job

“Telling the First Team’s Story” Thursday, July 15, 2004

By Cpl. Bill Putnam
122nd MPAD

AL RASHID, Baghdad,
Irag- Sgt. Shawn Poole looked
down the road at the hustle and
bustle of the Abu Dashir mar-
ket place July 8. Even at 9:30
p.m. it was still busy and loud.
Cars raced up and down the
brightly lit streets. The side-
walks and edges of the road
were packed with people oul
shopping, socializing or trying
to beat the heat.

“The lights are fixed, final-
Iy.,” someone in the group of
Soldiers said of the streetlights
around the market. In many
wavs the scene around them
was as frenzied as a summer
evening around New York
City’s Time Square.

It might be one of the last
times Poole or the other

Continued on Page 2

talked to the area’s residents.
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By Spe. Jan Critchfield, 122nd MPAD

Funding Found for New Gas Station

By Spe. Jan Critchfield
122nd MPAD

KARADAH DISTRICT,
Baghdad, Irag — A ground-
breakmg ceremony took place
July 11 for a gas station to be
built on Baghdad University
property given to the Ministry
of Oil. It will be only the sixth
gas station in the Karadah dis-
irict of Baghdad. which is
home to a million people.

“It’1l be the first gas sta-
tion that's been built in
K.aradah since 1967." said Col.
Kendall Penn, commander of

By Cpl. Bill Putnam, 122nd MPAD
Sgt. Shawn Poole, a tank crewman in Company C, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry
Regiment, watches traffic along the Abu Dashir market road the evening of July
8. His patrol stopped to pull security while Soldiers accompanying the patrol

in Baghdad

Cavalry Division’s 3rd Brigade
Combat Team in Central
Baghdad. “It will increase by
20 percent the amount of gas
available to the citizens of
Karadah.”

The number of vehicles in
Baghdad drastically increased
after the end of major combat
operations last year, and so has
the demand for fuel.

“The initial roadblock was
finding a piece of land.
Baghdad University was gra-
cious enough to donate land
here on the campus. We've
since gotten the Ministry of Oil

Local Iraqi laborers build a security wall around a
new gas station being built in Baghdad's Karadah
district. It's the first new station here since 1967.

Ist Battalion, 153rd Infantry

Regiment, a part of the lst Continued on Page 3
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Crime & Punishment
Soldiers Sentenced by Courts Martial in Iraq; at Hood

Although deployed in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. the division contin-
ues to process judicial actions,
both in [raq and back in the
rear. The following is a summa-
ry of some recent 1st Cavalry
Division cases:

Aggravated Assault

On June 18, 2004, at
Victory Base, Iraq, Spe. Luric
Fiffee pled guilty to aggravated
assault with the intention to
inflict grievous bodily harm in
violation of Article 128 of the
Uniform Code of Military
Justice. Charges arose out of
an April 3 incident where
Fiffee stabbed another soldier
in the upper back, buttocks, and
leg with a knife. The court sen-

tenced him to be reduced to the
grade of E-1, confined for four
years and a dishonorable dis-
charge.

Dereliction of Duty

On  June 19,
2004, at  Victory
Base, lrag, Sgt
Matthew Smith

pled guilty to
dereliction in
the perform-
ance of
duties  in
violation of Article 92 of the
Uniform Code of Military
Justice. This charge arose out
of an April 14 incident where
Smith chose to ignore his
duties as a sentry so that he
could receive sexual favors

from an Iraqi national, thereby
endangering the lives of his fel-
low Soldiers. The court
reduced him to the grade of E-
I and ordered him con-
fined for six months.

Desertion

At a recent court-mar-
tial at Fort Hood,

P v t
Michael
,’ Zavala, a
Ist Battalion, 5th
Cavalry Regiment Soldier was
convicted of desertion with the
mtent to avoid important serv-
ice and missing his unit’s
movement to Iraq. Although he
was only gone four months, the
military judge sentenced him to
21 months confinement, total

forfeiture of pay and
allowances, reduction to E-1
and a bad conduct discharge.

Missing Movement

Pvt. Brian Lloyd. another
1-5 Cavalry Soldier, was con-
victed of one specification of
shirking important  service
(deployment in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom) from
January 6 through January 11.

This was in violation of
Article 85. He was also con-
victed of one specification of
missing his unit’s movement to
Iraq. The military judge sen-
tenced the accused to confine-
ment for 30 months, total for-
feiture of pay and allowances,
reduction to E-1, and a dishon-
orable discharge.

IIF To Take Over Patrols, Security of Abu Dashir Neighborhood

Continued from Page 1
Soldiers in his unit, Company
C. lst Battalion, 8th Cavalry
Regiment, patrol through this
area. A unit from the new Iraqi
army, the Iraqi Intervention
Force (1), will soon take over
patrolling and securing the
area. Poole’s company will
start patrolling through a differ-
ent area, he said.

“People are enjoying us
here and now we're leaving.”
he said.

His platoon was out on a
patrol through their area, the
Abu Dashir neighborhood. or

muhalla. The platoon drove
through the area earlier that
evening. They stopped to talk
to the people, play with the
kids that inevitably appear
when Soldiers are around, or

just “scope” the area out.

A lot has changed in the
area the last few months, Poole
said. The biggest change has
been the people’s attitude. [t
didn’t start that way. Their
company was ambushed iis
first day in the arca. Now, the
people wave and socialize with
them. he said.

The patrol eventually

Commanding General: Maj. Gen. Peter Chiarelli
Public Affairs Officer: Lt. Col. James Hutton
122nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment Cmdr.: Maj. John Fuhrman

stopped at muhalla’s main mar-
ket. the first of their three stops.
The Soldiers wanted to talk to
the locals about how things
were going in the area since the
hand over of sovereignty last
week.

A group of young men,
riding precariously on a truck
bed, waved and cheered at the
Soldiers as they guarded
Humvees parked in the middle
of the road. They cheered back.

At the patrol’s last stop.
near a bread market, Poole
reflected on the hand over to
the IF. The company has
worked to install lights, soccer

fields and collect trash in the
area, Friendships with the
locals have been built and
Poole and his fellow Soldiers
look around the area with a bit
of nostalgia. That’s a little dis-
appointing for Poole. All the
relationships they have build
with the residents will, more
than likely. be gone.

But they know that this is
the first step toward true Iraqi
sovereignty, where [ragis are
helping their own, but it still
saddens him that after all is
said and done he and the
Soldiers in his company have
worked their way out of a job.

Bryan Kinkade, Spc. Andy Miller, Spc. Michelle Mewbold, Spc. Marie
Whitney, Pfc. Al Barrus, Pfe. Erik LeDrew
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Projects Help Improve Economy, Get People to Work
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Continued from Page 1

to donate other parcels of land
in Karadah,” Penn said.

Three additional gas sta-
tion projects are planned for the
Karadah area, continuing
Karadah  District  Council
efforts to improve fuel distribu-
tion in the area.

“[These projects] will def-
initely help improve the econo-
my,” Penn said, “It gives peo-
ple more ability to travel to and
from their places of work.”

Brig. Gen. Sandy
Davidson, Multinational Force
Iraq Director of Civil Military
Operations,  provided  the
$300.000 needed to build the
stattion from a pool of
Commanders Emergency
Relief Funds at his disposal.

“We would like to build
seven,” said Maj. Danny
Hassig, leader of a 478th Civil
Affairs Team assigned to the
153rd’s 1st Battalion. The
478th CA Team works with the
Karadah District Council to
organize projects such as the
gas station currently underway.

“Fuel distribution  and
infrastructure in Baghdad is a
priority. so hopefully we’ll be
able to get those funded as
well,” Hassig said.

“Everyone understands the
need for fuel, and everyone
understands the frustration of
sitting in a fuel line,” he said.
“It's an excellent way to show
the local community that the
new government is working
hard to meet their needs.”

Thursday
High: 110

Weather information provided by 1CD Staff Weather Office (SWO)

Friday
High: 112

4

X N e

R R

v a
S ﬁ ._’ﬁeﬁ'-;'
4

Y

By Spe. Jan Critchfield, 122nd MPAD

Brig. Gen. Sandy Davidson, Multinational Force Irag Director of Civil Military
Operations, packs some concrete into a column of a new gas station in Baghdad’s
Karadah district. Davidson’s organization funded the $300,000 needed to build the
station from the pool of Commander’s Emergency Relief Funds.

ACCIDENT PREVENTION

o Prevent accidents by enforcing standards.

o Leaders should know their high-risk Soldiers and counsel them on
correcting their behaviors.

o Don’t walk by; make on-the-spot corrections of unsafe actions.

o Apply the risk management process to reduce mission hazards.

Saturday
High: 113

Iraqi Word of the Day

grenade ru-mman-eh
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Fate of Downtown Motel To Be Determined by Wrecklng Ball

By Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.-
Demolition will begin Monday
on a 43-yvear-old downtown
Little Rock motel that developers
welcomed as state-of-the-art but
was eventually derided as the
“poster child for urban blight.”

Workers will begm prepar-
ing the Little Rock Tnn for dem-
olition Monday, two vears after a
Pulaski County judge closed the
five-story motel and declared it a
public nuisance.

The motel. located at 601
Center St., dominates half a city
block in downtown Little Rock.
It will take about 120 days to
demolish the 150-room motel,
which will be replaced with a 72-
space parking lot.

The motel’s demolition
comes after two court orders,

ongoing police stings and neigh-
bors” complaints about drugs and
prostitution closed the building.
The demolition marks the
last stage in the death of a build-

ing once heralded as a sign of

urban progress and renewal in
Little Rock’s downtown.

The motel opened as the
140-room Downtowner Motor
[nn in 1961 after the 45-year-old
Arcade Building was demol-
ished.

Splashed with vivid colors
inside and out, the inn was the
only motel in town with two- and
three-room suites that also fea-
tured studio rooms. Among other
amenities, the motel boasted that
tipping was not allowed.

“The five-story building is

designed for the convenience of

the motoring public and the busi-
ness travelers.” a newspaper arti-
cle said in 1961,

Over the years, the motel
changed names and ownership
several times, eventually becom-
ing the Litle Rock Inn.

In the early 1990s, police
noticed a spike in auto thefis,
breaking and entering. and other

crimes near the motel.

Downtown developers and
boosters applauded the sched-
uled demolition of the motel.
which they say has scared away
development and business over
the years.
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Arkansas Demacral-Gazetle

Demolition will soon begin on this motel building at
Sixth and Center streets in downtown Little Rock.
The Little Rock Inn opened as the Downtowner
Motor Inn in 1961. The building will be replaced by a

parking lot.
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Centerfield Wall Makes Tacoma’s Cheney Stadium a Pitcher’s Park

By The News Tribune

TACOMA, Wash.- Cheney
Stadium has been known as a
pitchers™ park since the dav it
opened in 1960, and Baseball
America has confirmed that this
Season.

A survey of minor league
parks released in spring shows
fewer runs per game at Cheney
Stadium than any other park in
the 16-team Pacific Coast
League.

In the 45th scason of base-
ball there. Cheney is doing
something that most PCL pitch-

ing staff’s haven’t: control
Tacoma'’s offensive power.
These Rainiers are

approaching the All-Star break
leading all minor league teams
in home runs (123 going into
Friday action) and are on pace to
shatter the franchise’s 43-vear-
old home run record of 166.

However, the numbers
would project off the charts if
therr home field were friendlier
to hitters. In 37 home games this
season, the Rainiers are averag-

TV GUIDE

ing 4.9 runs. In 46 road games,
they are averaging 5.9 runs.

Even at that, muttering PCL
hitters can be thankful that Rosy
Ryan and Horace Stoneham
knew a little something about
gceography.

Cheney Stadium was con-
structed to house the San
Francisco Giants™ Class-AAA
farm team. which relocated from
Phoenix.

In Arizona, the team played
at a ballpark built for thin desert
air, with outfield walls looming
350 feet down the lines.

Ryan (the Phoenix general
manager) and Stoneham (the
San Francisco owner) rightly
figured a baseball wouldn't trav-
el as far in the marine climate of
Western Washington.

“Rosy came from Phoenix
where you had to have that 350
down the line,” said Clay
Huntington, owner of KLAY-
AM (1180) and one of the origi-
nal advocates for creating a sta-
dium to lure minor league base-
ball to Tacoma. “But (Ryan)
thought, and | remember specif-
ically when he said, 325 would
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be a very good distance down
both lines. And center field:
You're not going to hit it over
center field anyway, so it is a
spacious outfield.”

Now. that reputation has
been documented.

Baseball America inventoried
10 minor leagues from Class AAA
to low-A. It revealed the California
League as the highest-scoring
minor league and the Florida State
l.eague the lowest.

Also surveyed were the parks
within each league. Topping the
list of PCL pitchers’ parks was
Cheney Stadium, which surprises
few who have played there,

Cheney’s center field
wall is 425 feet away - sec-
ond deepest in the PCL - and
marked by a 32-foot-high
batter’s-eye wall that no one
has ever cleared in a game.

Class AAA is a classroom
where plavers learn the lessons
that may one day make them
major leaguers. The forgiving
nature of Cheney can teach les-
sons that won’t apply in most
American League parks.
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.
The News Tribune
Edmonton’s Brandon Watt
tracks down a fly ball in
the wide-open spaces of
Cheney Stadium, where
runs can be scarce.

Hemingway Has
High Hopes of
Jumping Into
Athens Olympics

By Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark.-
Ernest Hemingway’s classic
novel Old Man and the Sea told
the story of a fisherman who
toiled his whole life before finally
catching the big one.

Matthew Hemingway. a for-
mer Arkansas Razorbacks All-
American high jumper and a dis-
tant relative of the author, is try-
ing to write a different version of
that story this summer.

Just call it “Old Man and the
Olvmpics.”

Hemingway, who turns 32 in
October, 1sn't old and wrinkled,
but competing in his third
Olympic track and field trials and
in an event that involves great
spring, he knows he won’t have
too many more chances at quali-
fying for his big one — the
Olympies in Athens, Greece. on




