History of the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion

The 478th Civil Affairs Battalion (Foreign Internal Defense/Unconventional Warfare) has a long and distinguished history of service in many areas throughout the world. Initially constituted in August 1945 as the 78th Military Government Headquarters and Headquarters Company in California, the unit was inactivated in Japan in 1946. The unit was reactivated as a company in 1955 in Miami and designated as the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion 1992.  
The 478th Civil Affairs Battalion is made up of highly trained Special Operations soldiers who are ready to deploy anywhere in the world on short notice in support of a variety of operations. The unit provides civil affairs support in the SOUTHCOM area of operations, where the battalion has participated in numerous medical and humanitarian missions in Central and South America and the Caribbean. The unit is comprised of Spanish speakers and who are culturally oriented for SOUTHCOM missions.
Members of the 478th participated in Operation Just Cause in 1989 and Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm in 1989-1991. The following year, the unit provided humanitarian assistance activities in the wake of Hurricane Andrew. 478th personnel also assisted in relief efforts in Central America following Hurricane Mitch in 1993.  Since then, the unit has deployed soldiers to Bosnia and throughout Central and South America and the Caribbean. 
More recently, unit members have participated in Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and in the Horn of Africa, where they conducted civil-military operations in concert with the local populace and international organizations working to enhance long-term stability of those regions. 
The 478th Civil Affairs Battalion is currently operating with the renowned 1st Cavalry Division in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, as well supporting missions in Haiti, Afghanistan, the Horn of Africa and in the SOUTHCOM AOR.

