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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION COMMAND POLICY MEMORANDUM #21 

SUBJECT:  Barracks and Visitation Policy

1.
 General:  The quality of life in the barracks is a serious responsibility shared by both the command and the soldiers.  Soldiers expect the command to provide clean, safe, and comfortable living areas, and the command expects the soldiers to respect the property and rights of others in the barracks.  

2.
 Command Presence:  Battery Commanders will ensure that barracks are safe, clean, and comfortable through the frequent presence of unit leaders in the barracks area.  Officers and NCOs will visit unit rooms and common areas during non-duty hours, talking to soldiers and checking the area.  CQs will visit unit rooms and common areas once every two hours during their tour of duty.  The Battalion SDO/SDNCO will ensure CQs make all the required checks.  The SDO/SDNCO will conduct additional checks IAW the Staff Duty SOP.  Such visits demonstrate the leader's interest in the soldiers and in the upkeep of the barracks.  Leaders conducting these visits will log their visit in with the Battalion Staff Duty NCO so I can assess the frequency of the visits.  Visits should occur on weeknights and weekends.

3.
 Inspections:  Commanders will ensure inspections (announced or unannounced) of billets occur on a regular basis to verify cleanliness, security, and status of repair.  Leaders must respect that the billets are our soldiers’ home; however, we owe it to them to provide them a clean and safe environment in which to live.

4. Security:  Soldiers will secure valuables !  Unfortunately, barracks thieves do exist.  Wallets or purses left unattended (even for a brief moment) invite dishonesty.  If you plan to be away from your room for an extended period, contact your chain of command for security of items (stereos, TVs, or other high-value items), all inventoried IAW the rules of absentee baggage.

5.  Appearance:  We will not prescribe a standard room set-up.  Soldiers are encouraged to decorate with good taste.  Soldiers can paint the room individual colors, yet must be an earth-tone color.  When rooms are shared, all individuals must approve of the color.  Posters, banners, flags, etc. will not be offensive (Note:  What you find tasteful, someone else may find it offensive).  Soldiers will maintain their rooms and common areas in a clean, neat and orderly manner.  Soldiers will make their beds, either stockaded or made with a bed spread and empty trash every day.  All mattresses require covers.  Linen will be clean, and exchanged or washed at least weekly.  We permit furniture other than government-issue, but it will not clutter the room or obstruct movement within the room.

6.  Behavior and Safety:  We encourage soldiers to enjoy their living areas, but will do so in a safe and dignified manner.  Alcohol is permitted in the barracks IAW state laws.  Soldiers under the drinking age can not drink alcohol.  Food and drink in the barracks is authorized, yet will be kept sealed when not in use and trash cans emptied to prevent pests in the barracks.  Food and
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drink in the barracks is authorized, yet will be kept sealed when not in use and trash cans emptied to prevent pests in the barracks.  No sitting or standing on any railing is allowed.  At a minimum, shirt and trousers will be worn whenever outside of room.  Soldiers will abide by quiet hours for the sake of other soldiers in the barracks.  Quiet hours are from 2200 – 0600 on duty days, and 2400 – 0800 on non-duty days.

7. Visitation:  Soldiers can have non-resident guests in their rooms during visitation hours, and IAW this policy.

     a.  Hours of visitation:


(1)  
Duty days before duty days:
1700-2400 hrs


(2)  
Duty days before non-duty days:
1700-0200 hrs


(3)  
Non-duty days before non-duty days:
1000-0200 hrs


(4)  
Non-duty days before duty days:
1000-2400 hrs

b.  Visitors will sign in and sign out with the charge of quarters: no exceptions.  Visitors or non-resident guests are any person(s) not assigned to the battalion.  Visits by personnel (military or civilian) not assigned to the battalion are restricted according to the terms of this policy.  Soldiers being visited will ensure their visitors comply with all barracks policies and respect the privacy of others.  Failure to ensure this may result in loss of visiting privileges and may be in violation and punishable under the UCMJ.

c.  If any soldier who resides in the room being visited objects, the soldier being visited must require the visitor to leave the room.

d.  No minor (persons under the age of 18) will be allowed in the barracks unless accompanied by a parent.

e.  Civilians are not permitted to drink alcohol in the unit barracks.  Civilian guests who insist on drinking alcohol during the visit will be escorted immediately from the barracks.  Soldiers who allow their civilian guests to drink are violating a lawful order.   ? ? ? Don’t understand this rule 

h.  Exceptions to any of these restrictions must be approved by the Battalion Commander.

6.
Room Standards: Individual rooms will be kept clean and orderly. Soldiers will make their beds and empty their trash each moming.  This minimum standard is applicable at all times, weekends included.  Also established are the following:

a.  Items displayed in rooms (posters, nick nacks, etc.) will be in good taste and neatly displayed.  Items in bad taste include, pictures depicting male or female genitalia, anti-government slogans, articles or materials which promote or depict extremist groups views and are prejudicial to good order and discipline, and other items advocating behavior contrary to good order and discipline or in contravention to UCMJ.  Items may be hung only from the wood molding in each room (if present).

b.  Music and television programs should not be audible outside individual rooms.
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c.
  At no time will room occupants touch, hang-on, or remove smoke detectors. Smoking is not allowed in rooms or common areas.  Batteries will select outside designated smoking areas.

d.  No furniture will be left permanently on the balcony.

e.  In the event the fire alarm is activated, personnel will ensure all personnel are notified and evacuate the building, then assemble in the battery designated assembly areas.  The senior person will take charge until cleared by the fire department.

7.
Day Rooms will normally be open 24 hours a day to soldiers: guests may be present during visiting hours.  Units will make recreation equipment and games available 24 hours a day. Soldiers, as well as guests using the day room, will be in acceptable attire (See para 9).

8.
Common areas are hallways, stairs, laundry rooms, janitor closets, storage rooms, and open areas.  Common areas will be kept orderly and clean from trash.  Mops, brooms and other supplies will be neatly stored in janitor closets.

“STRIKE FIRST"

WILLIAM E. BALES
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