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LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE TO ASSIGNED HOUSING

PREVIOUS EDITIONS MAY BE USED UNTIL EXAUSTED

1. Public law makes military residents of government housing units legally responsible for damage to the units, or for 
damage or loss of government-owned appliances and furniture.  This notice explains the rules, which apply to 
unaccompanied personnel housing.  Please read carefully and keep a copy for your records.
a. You could be held pecuniarily liable when your government housing, appliances, or furnishings are lost, damaged, 

or destroyed as a result of your negligence or abuse.  You are negligent if you act carelessly, or your guests act 
carelessly and you do not take proper steps to prevent or minimize such conduct.  Abuse means either wilful 
misconduct or the deliberate unauthorized use of housing, that is, conducting an unauthorized business in the 
housing unit. 

b. The Army has limited your liability to an amount equal to one month's basic pay, unless the damage or loss is 
caused by your gross neglect or willful misconduct; in such a case, you are liable for the full amount of 
the damage or loss, which could amount to thousands of dollars.   You are grossly negligent if you act in a 
reckless or willful manner, or if you are aware that your guests are likely to act recklessly and you do not take 
proper steps to prevent or minimize such conduct.  In other words, if you know that damage is likely to result from 
the willful misconduct or reckless behavior of guests, and despite such knowledge, you fail to exercise available 
opportunities to prevent or limit the damage, you are grossly negligent and will be charged for the full amount of 
the loss. 

c. You are not liable for damage due to fair wear and tear, or caused by an act of God or by the acts of persons 
other than your guests.

d. Special rules for housing-related reports of survey permit commanders to waive claims damage or loss when such 
is found to be in the best interests of the United States.  This waiver authority is similar to forgiveness of the debt.  
If you request a waiver and fail to get it, you can appeal the matter through report of survey channels.  If 
unsuccessful, you can seek redress through the Army Board of Correction of Military Records.

2. The purpose of the housing liability law is to allow us to set limits for your liability and to waive claims in appropriate 
circumstances.  The potentially great liability created by the law makes the question of insurance very important.  
However, only you can decide whether your potential risks warrant the purchase of insurance.  The Army does not 
require it, but you may want insurance for your own protection and peace of mind.  

3. The parties assigned to each living are BOTH responsible for damages or destruction to the appliances and 
government-owned furniture located in common areas.  Both individuals will take a 50/50 monetary responsibility to 
replace or repair the property.  During single occupancy in 2+1 or 2+2 configured rooms, occupant will be responsible 
for complete room inventory.

I have read and understand the policy contained herein.

SERVICE MEMBER NAME BLDG/WING/RM

SERVICE MEMBER SIGNATURE DATE
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1.  
Public law makes military residents of government housing units legally responsible for damage to the units, or for damage or loss of government-owned appliances and furniture.  This notice explains the rules, which apply to unaccompanied personnel housing.  Please read carefully and keep a copy for your records.
a. 
You could be held pecuniarily liable when your government housing, appliances, or furnishings are lost, damaged, or destroyed as a result of your negligence or abuse.  You are negligent if you act carelessly, or your guests act carelessly and you do not take proper steps to prevent or minimize such conduct.  Abuse means either wilful misconduct or the deliberate unauthorized use of housing, that is, conducting an unauthorized business in the housing unit. 
b.
The Army has limited your liability to an amount equal to one month's basic pay, unless the damage or loss is caused by your gross neglect or willful misconduct; in such a case, you are liable for the full amount of the damage or loss, which could amount to thousands of dollars.   You are grossly negligent if you act in a reckless or willful manner, or if you are aware that your guests are likely to act recklessly and you do not take proper steps to prevent or minimize such conduct.  In other words, if you know that damage is likely to result from the willful misconduct or reckless behavior of guests, and despite such knowledge, you fail to exercise available opportunities to prevent or limit the damage, you are grossly negligent and will be charged for the full amount of the loss. 
c.
You are not liable for damage due to fair wear and tear, or caused by an act of God or by the acts of persons other than your guests.
d.
Special rules for housing-related reports of survey permit commanders to waive claims damage or loss when such is found to be in the best interests of the United States.  This waiver authority is similar to forgiveness of the debt.  If you request a waiver and fail to get it, you can appeal the matter through report of survey channels.  If unsuccessful, you can seek redress through the Army Board of Correction of Military Records.
2.
The purpose of the housing liability law is to allow us to set limits for your liability and to waive claims in appropriate circumstances.  The potentially great liability created by the law makes the question of insurance very important.  However, only you can decide whether your potential risks warrant the purchase of insurance.  The Army does not require it, but you may want insurance for your own protection and peace of mind.  
3. 
The parties assigned to each living are BOTH responsible for damages or destruction to the appliances and government-owned furniture located in common areas.  Both individuals will take a 50/50 monetary responsibility to replace or repair the property.  During single occupancy in 2+1 or 2+2 configured rooms, occupant will be responsible for complete room inventory.
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