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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Memorial Day Safety Message

1. Memorial Day is the day our nation remembers those who have given their lives in
our nation’s service. In the first official Memorial Day observation in 1868, flowers were
placed on the graves of Union and Confederate Soldiers at Arlington National
Cemetery. After World War |, Memorial Day became a day of remembrance honoring
all Americans who died fighting in all wars. This year, we should also remember those
who have died fighting for this nation in the global war on terrorism.

2. Last fiscal year, twelve Fort Hood Soldiers died in preventable off-duty accidents —
all POV accidents. Unsafe practices with POVs, such as excessive speed, fatigue, use
of alcohol, and failure to wear seat belts/motorcycle safety gear, were contributing
factors in every one of these deaths. So far this fiscal year, POV accidents have
claimed the lives of two more Fort Hood Soldiers.

3. Memorial Day is the traditional beginning of summer, and our accident prevention
actions for this weekend set the tone for the entire summer. By now, all units should
have implemented their Summer Safety Campaigns, with the prevention of POV
accidents being the biggest challenge. Have your first line leaders work with Soldiers
on a one-on-one basis to assist in the mentoring of Soldiers with their planned POV
activities. Leaders must stress the precautions to take against possible hazards such
as adverse weather conditions, fatigue, speeding, impaired/drunk drivers, aggressive
drivers, vehicle failure, and failure to wear seat belts or motorcycle safety gear. Ensure
Soldiers understand the risks of these hazards and assist soldiers with actions to
eliminate or minimize these hazards.

4. Summer recreational water activities also present a potential hazard. We already
lost one Soldier this fiscal year due to a swimming accident. Soldiers must be aware of
and respect their swimming abilities and should only swim in designated areas with
lifeguards. Those using watercraft must be responsible for its safe operation and the
safety of all occupants.

5. | expect leaders to fully support the new Army Safety Campaign Plan by visiting
https://safety.army.mil for safety information resources. The “Be Safe” video that is part



AFZF-GA-SAFE
SUBJECT: Memorial Day Safety Message

of the campaign plan (Army Safety Center home page) is mandatory viewing by every
Soldier prior to July 4" per the Chief of Staff of the Army’s directive. The video can be
very beneficial if viewed prior to Memorial Day.

6. Special attention must be given to the redeployed Soldiers because this upcoming
long weekend is the first for many of them in over a year. Leaders owe it to their
Soldiers to carefully scrutinize their weekend plans and offer safety advice where
warranted. Caring leaders can make a difference in their Soldiers’ welfare. My goal
and yours is to have an enjoyable and accide e holiday.
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JAMES E. SIMMONS
Brigadier General, USA
Commanding
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